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by Beth Melhorn 
Can you imagine being a first grade student in a new 
school and being called along with your teacher to the 
principal 's 
office? This is 
what happened 
to Megan Leer. 
Megan, along 
with her family, moved 
f rom Pennsylvania to 
New Mexico to live on 
the Navajo Brethren in 
Christ Mission where her 
father Jeff is a counselor in 
the Overcomers Program. Megan was called to the prin-
cipal 's office and discovered to her excitement that she 
had won an award called "Character Counts!" She said, 
"I was excited because it made me feel special." 
Not only was Megan honored with this award, but her 
sister Carmen was chosen as one of two students f rom 
her seventh grade class for the quarter. Carmen said, "I 
felt good because I worked hard." 
And we cannot forget brother Matthew who is in the 
fourth grade. Matthew was chosen to receive the "Char-
acter Counts" award f rom his class. He said, "I feel good 
because I worked hard and did a good job." Wow! Three 
family members in three different schools received spe-
cial recognition f rom their classmates and teachers. 
What is "Character Counts?" "Character Counts" is 
an award of recognition sponsored by San Juan County 
Community Organizations which supports the six pillars 
of character: respect, responsibility, trustworthiness, 
fairness, caring, and citizenship. The project is to 
encourage all citizens to model these traits of good char-
acter. Young people f rom each class in the district were 
selected by fellow classmates and presented certificates. 
They were also honored with a parade f rom one elemen-
tary school to the business district in Bloomfield, New 
Mexico. In fact, the parade received local television cov-
erage and proud parents Jeff and Yolanda Leer were 
there, cheering on their children. 
We at the Mission are honored that young people 
such as Carmen, Matthew, and Megan are recognized by 
classmates for living as Christ would have them live. 
This article was submitted by Beth Melhorn who serves at the 
Brethren in Christ Mission in Bloomfield, New Mexico. Beth's home 
church is West Shore Brethren in Christ Church in Mechanicsburg, 
Pa. Jeff and Yolanda Leer and their three children recently joined 
the mission staff, where Jeff is one of the counselors in the Overcom-
ers Program. Their home church is the Manor Brethren in Christ 
Church in Lancaster, Pa. 
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by Dr. David L. Hall 
HO P E is a necessary part of human existence. We would not have the motivation to live apart f rom hope. Hope is what enables us to go on. The amusing anecdote is told f rom 
the life of Samuel Johnson, the eighteenth 
century English wit who, on being told that 
a gentleman who had been very unhappy in 
marriage married again immediately after 
his wife died, observed that it was the tri-
umph of hope over experience. Dante rec-
ognized the crucial nature of hope when he 
described, in his classic work Inferno, the 
first circle of hell as a place inhabited by 
people who were condemned to no other 
penalty than to live in desire without hope. 
Ours is a generation today of lost hope. 
A rash of teenage suicides is the telling 
verdict of what happens when hope is 
gone. One of my favorite movies over the 
past couple of decades chronicles the lives 
of fr iends in the immediate days after 
another fr iend's suicide. In their discus-
sions, one of the hard things that comes up 
is the absence of hope in their fr iend's 
l i fe—and the chilling reality that they 
aren't sure what their own hopes are. I 
think it 's for that reason the movie is called 
The Big Chill, and it 's a commentary on 
my own generation. 
The Bible, on the other hand, gives a 
message of hope and offers examples of 
people who modeled the kind of hope that 
is centered on God. Luke 2: 21-40 tells us 
of people who had hope. In the aftermath 
of Christmas, it also calls us to consider 
what the object of hope really is. The most 
illustrious person of hope in this passage is 
this old man, Simeon. 
There are several things we can learn 
from this man of hope who lived so long 
ago. The first is to consider the priority of 
the things for which he hoped. Luke tells 
us "...he was waiting for the consolation of 
Israel" (Luke 2:25). Maybe you wonder 
what the consolation of Israel is. It is not a 
phrase from the Old Testament, but the 
same sentiments can be found in the 
Prophets (e.g., Isaiah 52:9-10). It is the 
desire for God to break into history and 
restore his kingdom to Israel—for things to 
be like they were when David and 
Solomon were kings. That 's what Simeon 
hoped for. 
That desire could be taken two ways. 
One could assume Simeon was a good ol ' 
red-blooded patriot whose greatest concern 
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was his country. We have people like that 
today who cherish what can only be selfish 
and vain hopes that the United States will 
be the only big kid on the block in terms of 
world power. To think that way, though, is 
to misread Simeon. Simeon's affections are 
somewhere else. 
While it's true that Simeon had great 
hopes for his nation, it was only because 
that was the common understanding of 
God's people in his day. The "consolation 
of Israel" was not just some selfish patriot-
ic hope; it was understood as God's way of 
bringing salvation to the world. The conso-
lation of Israel was not to gain political 
power so it would be the world tyrant; 
Israel was waiting for God's glory to rest 
on her with the prophesied result that she 
would be a light to the rest of the world. 
That's* where Simeon's hopes were placed. 
And although there was a dimension of 
national exaltation involved, Simeon's pri-
ority was to focus on God and his salva-
tion. It is for that reason Simeon was able 
to grasp something most of the people of 
his day missed. 
Simeon was in the temple on the day 
Joseph and Mary brought Jesus. Luke tells 
us that Joseph and Mary brought two doves 
January 1998 
or pigeons for their offering. When the Old 
Testament law is checked, one discovers 
this was the offering to be brought by poor 
people. 
So picture this poor man and woman 
with their five-and-a-half-week-old baby 
coming into the temple courts. Why would 
anyone think this infant to be anything spe-
cial? How could Simeon know that this 
tiny forty-day-old baby was his salvation? 
Simeon was hoping for Israel's consola-
tion, and what could a peasant infant have 
to do with that? Simeon was looking for 
Israel's glory, and how much glory is there 
in a baby whose parents were part of the 
common rabble of their day? You see, 
Simeon's eyes were not on the mere exter-
nal expectations that blinded so many of 
his peers. Simeon's hopes were first of all 
focused on God—and everything else was 
negotiable. Simeon was in touch with God, 
and when God's Spirit witnessed to his 
heart that this was the hope of Israel, Sime-
on was able to hear it and accept it. That's 
something else to learn from Simeon. 
I wonder how many of us never get past 
the external appearances? It's so easy to 
continued on the next page 
Simeon's 
hopes were 
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think that we have God figured out and so 
we don't put a priority on staying in touch 
with him. We know what we need to do to 
be good church people. We know at least 
some of the right things to believe. But 
how much have we possibly missed 
because our hope was on something that 
looked good—that appeared godly—but 
was not on God himself? 
I wonder how many "respectable" Jew-
ish people were in the temple that day 
practicing their religion? I 'm sure there 
were a good many who had no idea what 
Relinquish 
No matter what the matter is, 
there's something you can do, 
and what you choose will turn the tide 
or keep you in a stew. 
You can decide—and only you— 
to keep it as a pet, 
to feed it every day with thoughts 
of sorrow and regret. 
Or you can face the thing that is 
which pain will not remake, 
to put it then in back of you, 
although a grave mistake. 
Then face the future with a mind 
that's filled with what is good— 
the best of life without a price, 
like love and brotherhood. 
Acknowledge loss, but leave it there. 
Don't sacrifice your best 
for what is lacking, past and gone. 
Forget and be at rest. 
Ray M. Zercher 
Messiah Villege, Mechanicsburg, Pa. 
was going on. I wonder, too, about Sime-
on's reputation. Luke tells us the Holy 
Spirit was upon him, that this was 
"revealed" to him by the Holy Spirit, and 
that he was "moved" by the Holy Spirit to 
go to the temple that day. We read this and 
think, "What a spiritual man he must have 
been." But then I remember the way we 
often think of people today who claim the 
same thing—being in touch with the Holy 
Spirit so that God tells them things. We can 
be quick to judge people like that as fanat-
ics, or people who let their emotions guide 
them, or unbalanced subjectivists. I wonder 
if Simeon had that reputation? We can't 
really know the answer to that, but we can 
learn from Simeon what kind of relation-
ship God wants to have with his people. 
People who truly have God as the focus 
of their hope are not understood by people 
who live according to the world spirit. 
Their actions are often considered unrea-
sonable. What really hurts, though, is when 
that spirit invades the church. I know there 
can be abuse with the justification, "God 
told me to do it," but that is not sufficient 
reason not to believe God works that way 
in the lives of his people. 
Just think what Simeon would have 
missed if he had merely done what was 
reasonable and respectable. He even might 
not have gone to the temple, thinking his 
little inclination to be somewhat silly. Or, 
obeying it at first and going, imagine what 
it took for him to pick up that peasant baby 
and utter such words as he spoke: "your 
salvation"..."light to the Gentiles"..."glory 
to Israel." Wouldn't people think he was 
crazy? But Simeon's eyes were not on 
other people; they were on the God who 
was the focus of his hope. 
The story goes on to tell us about Anna, 
another person who had learned to focus 
on God. Probably married at twelve years 
of age, she was a widow seven years later. 
Our culture could stand to have a few 
Annas as models of the person who is will-
ing to live in chastity for the rest of her 
life—giving herself to her God and finding 
her hopes realized in him. She recognized 
Jesus, too, and Luke tells us she then told 
others "who were looking forward to the 
redemption of Jerusalem." The words 
"looking forward" used here in 2:38 and 
the word "waiting" used of Simeon in 2:25 
are actually the same. Both denote people 
of hope. 
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So there were Simeon and Anna and the 
others Anna told who had this hope that 
day. God has always had people who had 
the faith to hope for the one thing that is 
sure. Speaking of Abraham, Paul wrote, 
"Against all hope, Abraham in hope 
believed..." (Rom 4:18). There has been a 
constant stream of believers since then. 
Today, we are invited to follow in their 
train. 
But if we are to follow...if we are to 
have a hope like Simeon's, then we must 
make some decisions. There is the decision 
of identity—who do you want to identify 
with? Again we can read from Paul as he 
wrote to the Ephesians, "...that time you 
were separate from Christ...without hope 
and without God in the world" (2:12). Peo-
ple today who are without hope are the 
people who are without Christ. They are 
the people who have no concept of God 
having any part in their world. 
But God is the hope of only those who 
ask, and asking is only the beginning. 
There is an ongoing response that follows 
asking Jesus to be our hope—our salvation, 
as Simeon recognized. John said it in his 
first letter, "Everyone who has this hope in 
him purifies himself; just as he is pure." 
(3:3). That is why Simeon was sensitive to 
the Holy Spirit; the Holy Spirit is the one 
that makes us clean through his cleansing 
and abiding. 
The Holy Spirit only abides in fullness 
where he is welcome, and he is welcome 
only in those people who are sensitive to 
him. Simeon was sensitive to him, and 
because he was, he was led to the baby 
who would be the fulfillment of the hopes 
of all who believe. 
Hopelessness is all around us. Think 
about situations where there seems to be no 
hope: marriages where intimate relation-
ship has slipped to an aloof resignment or 
teenagers who run away or commit suicide. 
Then think of Simeon. 
Don't let the glamour of almost 2,000 
years make you think it was easy for Sime-
on to have that kind of hope in God, or that 
it was all glory and honor for him then. 
Simeon had learned to hope in spite of 
public expectations...in spite of external 
appearances...and in spite of what was con-
sidered to be "reasonable." The way he was 
able to do that was through his day by day 
walk with God in the power of the Holy 
Spirit. 
Let's not fool ourselves into thinking 
that it's easy for us to be like Simeon—that 
it's easy to have a hope that focuses on 
God above everything else. Public expecta-
tion can be formidable. External appear-
ances can be deceptive. And more than 
anything else, a rationalized "reason" can 
insulate us from the living God. 
As you weigh Simeon's faith, and his 
hope, and then put it beside all the hope-
lessness that's in our world today, which do 
you prefer? To answer that question is to 
begin to answer the question of your true 
identity. But remember, if 
you want to have the kind 
of hope Simeon had, it 
comes to those who put 
God first. 
Here we are almost 
2,000 years from the day 
when God enabled Simeon 
to recognize Jesus. We 
have details of the story 
that Simeon could only 
long for. But many people 
still do not recognize 
Jesus, and many who give 
lip-service to Jesus do not 
truly make him the focus 
of their lives. The story of 
the Son of God is not over 
after Christmas. The 
record of the New Testa-
ment, and the hope of all 
who believe, is that Jesus 
is alive and with us even 
now. Each one of us 
knows in our innermost 
being whether or not we 
recognize Jesus and make 
him our hope and joy like 
old Simeon did. In these "after Christmas" 
days, let's make Jesus the focus of our 
hope the way the story of Simeon com-
mends this example of godliness to us. 
There is an ongoing 
response that follows 
asking Jesus to be our 
hope—our salvation, 
as Simeon recognized. 
John said it in his first 
letter; "Everyone who 
has this hope in him 
purifies himself; 
just as he is pure 
David L. Hall is the senior pastor of the Eliza-
bethtown, Pa., Brethren in Christ Church. 
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MA N Y Y E A R S A G O , w h i l e 
pastoring a Presbyterian church 
in Arkansas, I led a Bible study 
on M a t t h e w ' s i n j u n c t i o n to 
love our enemies. 
I began by asking, "Who are your ene-
mies?" No response. No one seemed to have 
any. I pressed them further. Were they not 
being honest about their feelings? But then I 
asked myself the same question. Who are 
my enemies? I cou ldn ' t think of anyone 
either. I was a nice guy. Everyone liked me. 
I didn ' t have any enemies. 
But then I went to El Salvador, a country 
at war, where enemies seemed to abound. 
Mos t of the war ' s v ic t ims were civil ians 
whom the army had labeled "enemies." 
Before beginning our Mennonite Central 
Committee assignment in El Salvador, my 
wife Irene and I read about the army's treat-
ment of "enemies." We knew their record of 
torture, assassination, and massacre. And we 
d e c i d e d w h o our e n e m y wou ld be. Our 
enemy would be the army. 
W h i l e w e neve r s u f f e r e d the a r m y ' s 
repression as did our Salvadoran neighbors, 
we did experience irritation and minor abuse. 
The day we moved into our home in the lit-
tle town of Sesori, we found a platoon of 
soldiers in our backyard. Throughout our 
four years there, soldiers were in and around 
our h o u s e . A t n i g h t t h e y ' d l ie o u t s i d e 
singing, swearing, and smoking marijuana— 
a gang of stoned teenagers with automatic 
weapons camped on our doorstep. 
The "enemy" takes us for guerrillas 
For their part, the army was understand-
ably suspicious of us. What were a couple of 
gringos with a baby doing in the middle of a 
war zone? We could only be guerrillas or 
guerrilla sympathizers, so they repeatedly 
s topped and quest ioned us. Occasional ly 
they came to our house to investigate. 
One a f t e r n o o n , wh e n I rene and baby 
Nathan were alone in the house, a knock 
came. It was a sergeant and a private, sent by 
their colonel. They asked the usual: Who are 
you? For whom do you work? Do you ever 
go into the countryside? Irene replied in the 
cool, brusque manner with which we usual-
ly addressed soldiers. 
Then Nathan awakened f r o m his nap. 
" i Q u e chulol (How cu t e ! ) " the so ld ie rs 
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by David Morrow 
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The war had 
exclaimed. No more questions. They spent 
the rest of their visit oohing and aahing over 
Nathan—a common reaction—but not one 
Irene expec ted f r o m soldiers . She d idn ' t 
expect the normal human response to a baby 
from them. And quite frankly, it irritated her. 
Their reaction contradicted her image of 
soldiers as brutes incapable of warmth, affec-
tion, and tenderness. The prime strategy in 
war is to dehumanize the enemy—and that is 
what both she and I had done. Theological-
ly we were pacifists, but psychologically we 
had become participants in war. 
El Sa lvador was still at war when we 
returned to the States in 1990. Neither was 
there peace in our lives. We had grown per-
sonally and spiritually, and we had learned 
much from Salvadoran Christians about faith 
amid suffering. But the war had left within us 
a residue of anger and bit terness—anger at 
the v iolence and injust ice, and bi t terness 
toward those who perpetrated it. 
The "enemy" asks a favor 
We began working with refugees in Har-
lingen, Texas. One Sunday we were invited 
to give a presentation on El Salvador at Igle-
sia Menoni ta del Cordero, the Mennoni te 
church in Brownsville, Texas. 
Af t e r the serv ice , a f r i end in t roduced 
Irene to a Salvadoran man. Irene greeted him 
warmly and explained where we had lived in 
El Salvador. 
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"I know," he said. "I remember you. You 
lived in the house next to the Baptist church. 
You had a cute little boy you 'd push around 
town in a little wooden cart. I used to be a 
sergeant in the army. I came to your house 
one day." 
This was the soldier who had cooed over 
Nathan some four years earlier, the soldier 
we had dismissed as our enemy—and God's. 
His name, which Irene hadn' t bothered to 
find out that afternoon, was Doroteo. 
That evening Doroteo phoned. His politi-
cal asylum hearing was coming up; could I 
translate for him? 
"Can ' t someone else do it?" I asked. No, 
no one else could. 
"I really can' t translate for you without 
first hearing your story," I protested. He 
would be happy to meet with me. He would 
come to my house—tomorrow. 
This encounter with Doroteo was strange 
and unset t l ing. I d idn ' t want him in our 
house! I felt like Ananias when the Lord told 
him to go and meet Saul after Saul had been 
blinded. No. Lord! I know this man 's past! 
He ' s a man of violence! 
And Doroteo had been a man of violence. 
His battalion had a horrible record of atroc-
ities. The husband of one of our neighbors in 
Sesori had been murdered by members of 
this battalion, his body dumped down a well. 
Doroteo was my enemy. 
continued on the next page 
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David and Irene Morrow 
served in El Salvador with 
Mennonite Central Committee 
from 1986 to 1990. Two sons, 
Nathan and Joel, were born 
there, and they are in the pro-
cess of adopting Andrew, age 
1. David now pastors Warden 
(Wash.) Mennonite Church 
and Irene is a family nurse 
practitioner at a migrant 
health center. Doroteo Rivera 
pastors Mision Evangelica 
Manantiales de Vida Eterna, 
also in Warden. 
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The "enemy" shares his story 
The next morning I greeted Doroteo a lit-
tle more warmly than Irene had in Sesori. He 
sat down and related his story. 
Doroteo had joined the military in 1980, 
and became a member of one of the elite 
special forces battalions trained by the U.S. 
military. Whenever his battalion was in the 
Sesori area, Doroteo's job was to spy on us. 
He staked out our house, watched our move-
ments, investigated what we were doing. 
Doroteo had come to our home twice. By 
his second visit he was convinced we were 
affiliated with the guerrillas, and had report-
ed this to his commander . Af te r learning 
Irene was a nurse, Doroteo presumed we 
were health workers supporting a clinic that 
treated wounded guerrillas. In actuality, Irene 
trained church health promoters and worked 
in a small rural pharmacy. 
In 1989 Doroteo was critically wounded 
in a battle right outside our town. During his 
months of convalescence he decided to get 
out of the army. He asked three times to be 
relieved of his duties; three t imes he was 
denied. Clearly his superiors didn't want him 
to leave the army—alive. He knew too much. 
Doroteo feared that when he returned to 
the battlefield, the army would find a way for 
him to be killed. So he deserted—but not 
out of Christian conviction. Doroteo was not 
a Christian. In addition to the violence in 
which he had taken part, Doroteo had lived a 
life of drugs, alcohol, and carousing. 
Yet wi th in h im there was a des i re to 
change, a recognition that only God could do 
the changing. So he left El Salvador with 
the hope of finding both safety and conver-
sion. 
After a six-month journey through Mexi-
c o , h e c r o s s e d t h e R i o G r a n d e i n t o 
Brownsville, where he met Irma and Juan 
Ararnbaru of the Mennonite church there. 
They invited him to services. He stopped 
drinking and doing drugs, and committed 
his life to Christ. He even experienced a call 
to the ministry. 
The "enemy" is baptised 
Something about Doroteo's story, some-
thing about his humble manner, rang true. 
Not only did I agree to translate for his asy-
lum hearing, but Irene and I also began to 
visit with him at church. We were privileged 
to a t tend his b a p t i s m — i n J a n u a r y ' s icy 
waters on the Gulf of Mexico. 
About that time, I decided to search for a 
pastorate in the Mennoni te Church. As a 
Presbyterian I had never received believers' 
baptism, so I asked our pastor to baptize me. 
He did so, at the same beach where Doroteo 
had been baptized six months earlier. My 
own rebirth in Christ had occurred 15 years 
earlier. Yet as I rose out of the baptismal 
waters, I felt I had new life, a new opportu-
nity for something. 
Later that year we moved to Warden, 
Wash., where I had accepted a call to pastor 
the Mennonite church. About the same time, 
Doroteo moved to Kansas to work and study 
at the Anabaptist Biblical Institute. We kept 
in touch and several times Doroteo said he 
migh t l ike to m o v e to W a s h i n g t o n . We 
doubted he would ever really do so. 
Then last summer, the phone rang early 
one Sunday morning. It was Doroteo, calling 
f rom a pay phone about six blocks away. He 
had finally decided to move to Washington 
and asked if he could stay with us for a 
while. 
Over the following days, Irene and I spent 
hours with Doroteo, reminiscing about El 
Sa lvador and hear ing more of his story. 
Those conversations helped Irene find heal-
ing for much of the residual bitterness f rom 
our El Salvador years. And I began to under-
stand the new opportunity God had given 
me at my baptism. 
The "enemy" becomes friend, colleague 
It was an opportunity to love my enemies 
as God loved me. As Irene put it, "God has 
sent the enemy to our house." God sent him 
to our house in El Salvador; God sent him to 
our house in Texas; God sent him to our 
house here in Washington. God keeps send-
ing the enemy to our house until we learn to 
love him. 
A year has passed and Doroteo still lives 
with us. He has started an Hispanic congre-
gation at our church. 
As for me, I still feel like Ananias. But 
now I feel like Ananias when he met Saul for 
the first t ime—and greeted him with the 
words, "Brother Saul!" Brother Saul. Ana-
nias had learned what I now have learned. 
There are many biblical reasons to love my 
enemy, but perhaps the most simple is that 




MCCfinds ways to reach 
out to Cuban Christians 
While U.S. government policy has 
made it difficult for U.S. Christians 
to keep in touch with Cuban Chris-
tians, Mennonite Central Committee 
staff have been mak ing e f for t s to 
reach out to Cuban brothers and sis-
ters in faith over the past decade. 
Some of these efforts have includ-
ed: 
•Regular t r ips by M C C ' s Latin 
America and Caribbean Department 
administrators to show support for 
Cuban Mennoni te and Brethren in 
Christ groups. 
• C o o r d i n a t i n g v is i t s of C u b a n 
church leaders to the United States, 
so that they may meet with churches 
here and tell U.S. Christians their sto-
ries. In March 1997, for example, 
Daniel and Sara Cabrera, a Brethren 
in Christ pastoral couple and officers 
of the Cuban Brethren in Christ exec-
utive committee, visited churches in 
Pennsylvania. 
In an interview at MCC headquar-
ters, the couple described how Chris-
tianity is experiencing a revival in 
Cuba. "The church in Cuba is grow-
ing daily, and people are feeling the 
need to be baptized. Many are going 
out to the streets to knock on doors. 
Before, when people went out evan-
gelizing, if 100 came to church, only 
10 s t a y e d . N o w if 100 c o m e to 
church, 90 stay," the Cabreras related. 
•Helping to send Bible teachers 
f r o m Latin and North Amer ica to 
share the Anabap t i s t perspec t ive . 
Hugo Zorrilla, of Fresno (Calif) Pacif-
ic University, was one such visiting 
professor May 26 to June 6. 
His classes on "Formation of the 
New Testament" and "Anabaptism/ 
Evangelicalism" were well attended 
by Cubans of a wide variety of faith 
backgrounds—Bapt i s t , Methodis t , 
Mennonite, Presbyterian, and Quaker. 
Zorr i l la p resen ted one week of 
intensive classes in Havana and a sec-
ond week in the i s l a n d ' s eas te rn 
region. 
• S p o n s o r i n g L a t i n and N o r t h 
American delegations to Cuba to get 
to know the Mennonite and Brethren 
in Christ churches there, as well as 
the Ecumenical Council of Cuba. 
Such visits assure the churches in 
Cuba they are not alone in their strug-
gles, notes MCC administrator Linda 
Shelly. An August delegation of Mex-
ican Mennonite youth to Cuba, for 
"The church in Cuba is 
growing daily, and people 
are feeling the need to be 
baptized. Many are going 
out to the streets to knock 
on doors."—Daniel and 
Sara Cabrera (Brethren in 
Christ in Cuba) 
example, participated in a retreat orga-
nized by the Baptist Youth Group. 
•Helping Cubans develop Christian 
educat ion mater ials with a yearly 
grant to the ecumenical Martin Luther 
King Jr. Center in Havana. 
•Sending material aid—grain, oil, 
medicine and medical equipment— 
via Church World Service. This year 
MCC and the Canadian Foodgrains 
B a n k has sen t s o m e $ 4 4 0 , 7 0 0 
Cdn./$314,000 U.S. worth of veg-
etable oil. The Cuban Counci l of 
Churches distributes the food and sup-
plies to hospitals and children's and 
senior centers in Cuba. 
•Suppor t ing advocacy work in 
North America so that U.S. citizens 
understand the impact of U.S. laws 
on Cubans, and take steps to change 
those that unjustly affect Cubans. 
" M C C wants to cont inue to be 
present with the people of Cuba," says 
Elizabeth Soto, consultant on Colom-
bia and Cuba to MCC's Latin Ameri-
ca desk, "to help them fulfil l their 
needs and to learn from them what it 
means to be a follower of Christ in 
Cuba today." ^ 
Cuban Christians praise the Lord in song at the Brethren in Christ 
church in Nazareno, a town outside of Havana. 
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Prayerwalking in the 
neighborhood of the 
Santisuk Church. 
From September 28 
to October 11, 1997, 
a team of 15 persons 
from three Brethren 




from New Song, and 
one each from 
Harrisburg and 
Dillsburg) traveled 
to Bangkok for 
prayerwalking. 
Ken Hepner, senior 
pastor of the 
Mechanicsburg 
Brethren in Christ 
Church shares the 
following report. 
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THE T E A M WAS RECRUITED 
and organized a full year before 
its departure for Thailand. I regis-
tered the team and all of its mem-
bers with Christian Information 
Network (CIN) in Colorado Springs, Col-
orado, and we were placed in the "Praying 
Through The Window III" prayer guide. In 
order to comply with CIN regulations for a 
prayer journey, we were responsible to 
pray for at least two unreached people 
groups while on site and to report this to 
CIN. 
The reason we went to Bangkok and the 
surrounding areas was to prayerwalk. The 
term "prayerwalking" has been defined by 
Steve Hawthorne and Graham Kendrick as 
"praying on site with insight." We went to 
pray for the blessing of the Lord Jesus to 
fall on the Thai people. We chose to take, 
claim, and proclaim the promise of God 
f rom Joshua 1:3: "everywhere you set your 
foot I have given you." We added to the 
word God gave Joshua the New Testament 
truth that Jesus, the Son of God, dwells in 
our hearts and his glory radiates f rom his 
people. We believed the Lord God would 
use us and flow through us. We prayed that 
his deep heart of love would flow through 
ti 
by Ken Hepner 
our lips as we walked the streets of 
Bangkok and surrounding villages, and we 
prayed about the things we saw, heard, and 
smelled. 
The Lord definitely had his hand on this 
entire prayerwalk so that the kingdom of 
God might be proclaimed in intercession in 
unreached cities. The quasi-criticism that 
we spent too much money and received lit-
tle fruit for the kingdom on such an invest-
ment—that we didn' t do anything that we 
couldn' t have done f rom our places of 
prayer here in the states—just doesn ' t hold 
water. It would be analogous to someone 
saying to their pastor before cancer 
surgery, "Just stay in your study and pray 
for me. It 's the same as if you were at the 
hospital." While on site, we were able to 
pray much more specifically and release 
the worship, honor, and glory of Jesus 
Christ our Lord in the actual sites where 
we desire him to come and establish his 
kingdom on the earth. The two places 
where we prayed among the unreached 
were the Mon Village Island and Garden 
Home Village. 
The Mon Village Island in Khor 








one day at 
Ramkam-
haeng. 
"On our way!" The 
Bangkok Prayerwalk 
team (except John 
Allen Brubaker), 
taken at the Harris-
burg (Pa.) airport 
T ^ t l n f i k o k 
m m ^ ^ ' ( y Gel 
with no appreciable witness for the king-
dom of God. We were privileged to have a 
Mon man with us f rom Dr. Phaitoon's 
church family who is about nine months 
old in Christ Jesus. He led us there and 
guided us through the maze of streets to the 
pottery shop of the chief of the island's 
1000 family units and about 6000 people. 
We had the incredible privilege at her invi-
tation of praying over her, her husband, and 
daughter in the mighty name of Jesus 
Christ our Lord and Savior. We also prayed 
the Lord would bless her pottery shop. My 
wife, Raina, sensed God was really doing 
something in her heart while we prayed. 
Dr. Phaitoon's church will do follow up 
and do some "Jesus Film" work there on 
the island in the near future. It was defi-
nitely an appointment with the Lord Jesus 
as he touched their lives through us as we 
prayerwalked their village. 
two sisters in Christ Jesus, Puk and Puey, 
living in the village who have a deep desire 
to see the Lord raise up a church there. It 
reminded me of Jesus' word to his disci-
ples about establishing a home base of 
operations for the kingdom when you go to 
a new village. 
Prayerwalking the universities was 
another wonderful experience we had 
while in the country. We prayed on site at 
three specific places: Ramkamhaeng, 
Rangsit, and the Asian Institute of Technol-
ogy. The Lord used us in a sweet way 
while we were there. We were paired off 
with Thai believers in each cir-
cumstance, going in teams of 
three or four to pray. The teams 
prayed all over the campuses. 
The team I was placed in was 
comprised of Dr. Phaitoon, Pastor 
nett, Michael, and myself. We spent a 
great deal of time talking with the students 
in the plazas and trying to lead them to 
Christ as Savior using some tracts and 
pamphlets Dr. Phaitoon had written. Two 
students gave their hearts to the Lord Jesus 
the one day at Ramkam-haeng. They will 
be followed up by people involved with the 
Campus Crusade for Christ ministry. 
I highly recommend future involvement 
for Brethren in Christ people in prayer 
journeys to do prayerwalking on foreign 
soil. 
Garden Home Village is the place 
where John and Kathy Brubaker lived 
while in Thailand. We prayerwalked every 
home in that village and blessed every 
house in the name of Jesus. We asked him 
to come to the village and bring the glory 
of his kingdom there. There are presently 
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Mim Stern and her late husband, Pete, ser\>ed for many years in Africa. Mini now lives in Philadelphia, Pa., 
where she participates in the ministry of the Circle of Hope Brethren in Christ Church and ministers to 
international students. She shares the following account as a journal of her experiences during the 
International Brethren in Christ Fellowship in India in February 1997. 
J A t ^Begamyur.. . a f t e r 4 0 years 
by Mim Stern 
It felt so good to stretch our legs after 
bumping up and down for about an hour. 
With 13 of us—plus equipment—cram-
med into two jeeps, the journey seemed 
longer than it was comfortable as the 
driver expertly missed all the potholes he 
could and got us safely over an uncer-
tain-looking bridge. 
Having heard stories of young Indian 
evangelists doing extraordinary exploits 
for the Lord, we were excited to learn 
that our group of 12 "white faces" was to 
share in a village service the coming Sun-
day. The place was Begampur, in the 
Purnea Mission area, in Bihar, India. 
As we spilled out of the vehicles, the 
people came to welcome us and seemed 
as excited to meet us as we were to meet 
them. The charming young pastor, Joel 
Marandi, seemed to know what to do 
with these strangers—as he had been a 
student at Allahabad Seminary where 
quite a few teachers were expatriates. 
We were led to the courtyard sur-
rounded by many buildings. The ground 
had been swept clean and sanitized by 
cow dung and water (a natural source of 
ammonia). After we were comfortably 
seated on benches, the greeters came to 
each of us. We tried to do the proper ges-
tures according to age, but at times it was 
hard to know which person was the elder, 
so we just settled for a handshake. East-
ern hospitality was extended as water was 
brought and poured over our feet. They 
dried in the sun and air. This was fol-
lowed by cups of sweet milky tea served 
by friendly young girls in western or pun-
jabi dress. The whole welcoming experi-
ence was unhurried and pleasant—a good 
lesson for the visitors. 
Then we made our way past the cows 
and buffalo to the pretty little country 
church with a cross displaying a testimo-
ny to all who passed by. Leaving our 
shoes outside, we stealthily entered and 
took a seat upon mats on the floor. (Soon 
a bench was brought for those of us 
Joel Marandi and his wife 
Poonam, married in 1997 
whose joints were less flexible. Being 
able to lean against a wall added to our 
comfort.) 
The church seemed alive already— 
green walls with blue window frames and 
streamers of brightly colored triangles 
waving overhead in the gentle breeze that 
passed through the open doors and win-
dows. People streamed in: old men with 
walking sticks; women in beautiful flow-
ing saris—some carrying infants; soon-
to-be-restless children; teenagers and 
older young people. They all crowded in 
(women on one side and men on the 
other) and found places to sit where there 
seemed to be none. Ethel Sider said the 
spectacled business-looking man sitting 
on the floor among the 
men was a Hindu wanting 
to see what was going on. 
Oh, how they sang, 
accompanied by a key-
board. a drum and clap-
ping—no western tunes, 
so there was no danger 
of western harmony. 
(Dwight Thomas, who 
was video-taping, wanted 
the pure Hindi strains. *) 
All the people seemed to 
join in with heart and soul. 
It was thrilling. I whis-
pered to Ethel, "This is the 
hope of India." 
John Sider preached in 
Hindi while Joel translat-
ed into Santali (as this was 
a Santal village). Since I 
could not unders tand 
either language, I prayed 
for the Hindu man's sal-
vation and wrote impres-
sions. I did catch one 
word - the word for Satan. 
Dr. Henry Kreider tried to give us a brief 
Hindi lesson on the way to the airport 
and I remembered the word shycon (my 
spelling). 
The offering was collected in little 
bags at the end of long poles. With 12 
North Americans present, I think the 
rupees must have reached an all-time 
high. Then something caught our atten-
tion: A tall willowy lady in a flowing 
saree walked to the front carrying a clay 
pot. She placed it on the floor by the podi-
um, walked back the aisle, and took her 
place among the many colorfully clad 
ladies. Later the pastor held up the pot, 
explaining that the lady had added a 
handful of rice each time she cooked. 
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These very poor people were finding a 
way to contribute to the Lord. 
Breaking into English, Joel told of 
this village of 29 families wanting to 
build a church. They acquired land but 
had little money, and the amount coming 
from America was not enough to match 
their vision. He taught them to give. 
They advanced from the early annual 
giving of 300 rupees (about $9) to 10,000 
rupees (about $300). Their church was 
dedicated in 1996. They exuded a real 
sense of ownership and accomplishment. 
Outside the church, everyone found 
his or her shoes, and the people kept 
singing their hearts out while Dwight 
kept recording the sights and sounds. 
By now everyone was hungry. We 
were led to a veranda with a roof—how 
welcoming as the sun was warm. The 
people sat in rows on the ground in the 
sun for a bountiful feast of rice and curry. 
It was amazing to see the piles of rice 
consumed by rather small people. 
During this mealtime we heard a most 
fascinating story from one of the mis-
sionaries in our group. What we had seen 
earlier that day was the fruit of seed 
sown many years ago: Charles Engle vis-
ited that village 40 years ago, preached, 
and led several men to faith in Jesus 
Christ. If Charles and Kathryn could see 
the moving of God among the tribal peo-
ples today, their hearts would be truly 
blest. Today, many leaders of the Indian 
church are tribal people. 
We lef t that vil lage with many 
thoughts and prayers. First, that Joel 
would find a good wife (he plans to be 
married in April) and that the Lord 
would keep him humble—a prayer 
request that he gave for himself (it seems 
that success, like power, often corrupts). 
A second was our need to be patient with 
germinating seed and be committed to 
the long haul. And, finally, that even 
though we live far from India, there is no 
reason why we cannot pray faithfully for 
them. We saw. We felt. Now we must 
pray. 
It was an exciting day to see history 
coming full circle. 
*Dwight Thomas was with the group in 
India collecting video material for "The 
Many Faces of Brethren in Christ Worship." 
This video, produced for the Centennial of 
Brethren in Christ World Missions, will be 
available in early February 1998. 
God at work in our 
Tales from 
Gamharia 
John and Ethel Sider, who returned from 
their third term in India in February 
1997, continue to keep in touch with the 
Brethren in Christ Church there. John is 
currently serving as interim pastor at the 
Stayner Brethren in Christ Church, 
Ontario, Canada. 
Upon arrival for a baptism service 
in Gamharia, Bihar, we learned that a 
young boy had just died. Someone had 
gone to the bazaar for a shroud and oth-
ers were preparing for the burial. Grief 
had come to the family and the village 
as they made arrangements for the sim-
ple funeral service. 
After burial in the field outside the 
village, Pastor Raghu Murmu led the 
second service, this one in preparation 
for baptism. Included in the 17 to be 
baptized were the parents of the lad 
who had died that morning. 
Sorrow and celebration, quiet hope 
and bold testimony made the baptism a 
special event that day in Gamharia. 
Gamharia's reputation had been "The 
village where the persecutors of the 
Christians live." It's not that way any-
more. A recent letter from Pastor Raghu 
reports: "In Gamharia the number of 
members is increasing very much. One 
person gave land to build a church. The 
new Christians collected Rs 3000 for 
the church building. Church Board 
requested the Mission Board for funds 
to help build. Please pray about this." 
Rejoice with us. Pray for the believ-
ers in Gamhar i a . Pray for Raghu 
Murmu who pas tors Madh ipu ra , 
Gamharia, Ararghat, and Supaul, and 
disciples the many new believers. He 
needs Aarons and Hurs. 
JESUS film—India 
Moses Marandi, General Director of the 
Bihar Brethren in Christ Churches in 
India, reports on how God is at work 
through the use of the JESUS film. 
From September 1997 we have start-
ed a JESUS film ministry among the 
non-believers. Two dedicated young 
men were trained in Ranchi by India 
Campus Crusade For Christ and were 
given a generator, projector, sound box, 
amplifier, mike, and two cassettes—one 
in Swahili and one in Hindi. Both of 
these men will work only in Purnea 
District and will show the film in each 
village of Purnea District. They already 
started in September and are getting 
good response from the audience. Peo-
ple are very interested to know more 
about Jesus Christ. Many people said 
to these two young men that they will 
follow Jesus Christ. Let's pray for these 
two workers and that people may come 
to Jesus Christ from the darkness and 
bondage of Satan. 
JESUS F i lm-
Zambia 
George and Rachel Kibler, who serve at 
Nahumba Mission in Choma, Zambia, 
report on how the JESUS film is being 
used to bring people to Christ. The 
Kiblers are members at the Cumberland 
Valley Brethren in Christ Church. 
We have finally begun going out to 
village areas and churches with the 
JESUS film. We first had a training 
weekend to train the team going with 
us. The trainers from Campus Crusade 
were well-prepared. There were 20 peo-
ple trained to lead people to Christ, and 
then counsel and pray with those who 
stay in response to the film. Friday night 
of the training weekend we showed the 
film to about 1,000 people who had 
gathered. This was an excellent oppor-
tunity for the team to use what they had 
learned as they talked and prayed with 
the 70 who stayed after the showing. 
These were new converts and people 
who were reclaimed for Christ. All their 
names were written down and team 
members will follow up on them. 
The next weekend we went into the 
Gwemba Valley where 500 people had 
gathered. The pastor had cleaned and 
painted a room in his house where we 
continued on the next page 
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could stay. We took a mosquito net for 
our sleeping protection. The accommo-
dations were the best they had. There 
were 60 more persons who accepted 
Christ or were reclaimed for him. Sat-
urday the team did an excellent job of 
follow-up and counseling, as all of these 
people were asked to come back the 
following day. We only showed half the 
film Friday evening, so there were some 
who stayed Saturday night after the film 
who were counseled before they went 
home that night. The pastors of the area 
have all the names to do additional fol-
low-up and to encourage these new 
ones in Christ. 
Sunday morning was a regular wor-
ship service with two congregations 
participating. Another group came to 
ask us to stay Sunday evening because 
they had a group of 1000 who wanted to 
see the film. We could not stay. The 
team m e m b e r s had regular j obs to 
which they had to report on Monday 
morning. Some of these team members 
are really excellent soul winners. One is 
a teacher. This weekend he is going out 
on his own to do evangelistic work. 
Another is a recent graduate of the The-
ological College of Central Africa. He, 
too, is a keen soul winner. Our church 
planter and his wife were members of 
this team and are excellent people in 
this work. The weekends of November 
9 and 16 we will be out again. This is 
very hard and tiring work, but oh, so 
worthwhile. People are being born into 
the Kingdom of God. Your prayers 




Jay and Judy Smith have been involved in 
Muslim ministry in London since 1992. 
Jay teaches apologetics to volunteers 
from Operation Mobilization and contin-
ues research towards a doctorate on the 
sources of Islam. The Smiths are mem-
bers of the Perkiomen Valley Brethren in 
Christ Church. 
I was given over two hours to lecture 
at Westminster on a comparative of the 
historical evidence for both the Qur'an 
and the Bible. I am rarely given this 
TEENS IN MISSIONARY SERVICE 
(A Brethren in Christ Ministry) 
'Love That Wears Work Boots' 
Team Leaders (5 weeks) 
(for leading short-term mission trips throughout the world) 
•Primary Leaders ©Assistant Leaders 
Work Camp Volunteer Staff (1 to 5 weeks) 
•Construction Supervisor ©Work Site Coordinator 
•Material Runner 
Summer Volunteer Staff Members (1 week-3 months) 
•Cooks •Kitchen Helpers 
•Janitorial and Maintenance 
CLIP AND MAIL 
YES! I am interested in serving 
with the TIMS ministry as follows: 
• Team Leader 
• Asst. Team Leader 
• Work Camp Staff 
• Summer Staff Member 
Name 
Send to: 
T E E N S IN M I S S I O N A R Y S E R V I C E 
RR 1, Box 13A 
East Waterford, PA 17021 
Phone: (717) 734-3627 Fax (717) 734-3339 
E-mail: CRCTIMS2@aol.com 
Address, 
City ST/PR Postal Code 
much time, and though I spoke as fast 
as I could (I am notorious in this depart-
ment, as some of you know), I took the 
entire time following through on the 
manuscript, documental, and archaeo-
logical evidence we have for the two 
revelations. I was also able to try out 
some new overheads on the coins we've 
recently discovered at the British Muse-
um, which finally helps us delineate 
dates on known Qur'anic manuscripts. 
At the end, the questions were primari-
ly for clarification, with many then 
coming up to thank me for the great 
encouragement they had received. I am 
glad I encouraged them, but I had want-
ed to have some Muslims in the audi-
ence as well, and I went away some-
what discouraged. 
Then yesterday (Sunday) while at 
the corner, a Catholic friend who was at 
the Westminster meeting came up to me 
to inform me that he had brought a 
friend to the lecture—a West Indian 
chap who was about to become a mem-
ber of the notorious 'Nation of Islam' 
here in London. After hearing my lec-
ture, he was so overwhelmed by the evi-
dence for the Bible in comparison to 
the Qur'an that he has now decided not 
to join the NOI, has given his life to 
Je sus , and is in d i s c ip l e sh ip wi th 
Michael, the Catholic friend! Thus out 
of a seeming disappointment comes 
another life saved. g j 
Navajo Mission 
Superintendent 
The Navajo Brethren in Christ 
Mission in Bloomfield, New Mexi-
co, is accepting applications for a 
couple to serve as Superintendent 
for the mission. 
Apply by contacting: 
Rev. Charlie Byer 
Navajo Brethren in Christ 
Mission 
HC 63, Box 6000 
Bloomfield, NM 87413-9405 
Phone: (505) 632-1212 
Fax: (505) 632-8922 
E-mail: navajobicmission©Com-
puserve.com 
or by contacting: 
Jack McClane at the Missions 
Office in Grantham, PA. 
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W E L C O M E 
T O T H E 
ONE HUNDRED FIFTEENTH 
B R E T H R E N I N C H R I S T 
G E N E R A L C O N F E R E N C E 
SATURDAY, J U L Y A, I 9 9 8 , I 0 : 0 0 A.M. TO WEDNESDAY, JULY 8 , I 9 9 8 
MESSIAH C O L L E G E 
GRANTHAM, PENNSYLVANIA 
REGISTRATION INFORMATION 
• Please read the information on these papers carefully. 
Your cooperation in meeting deadlines will be very much 
appreciated. 
• Both Registration & Transportation Forms should be 
returned before June 1, 1998. 
• After June 1, call in new registrations or any changes to 
forms already sent in. 
Registration after Arrival 
• Registration starts on Saturday morning, July 4 at 
8:00 a.m. and ends at 9:30 a.m. Conference convenes at 
10:00 a.m. on Saturday, July 4, 1998. 
Public Carriers 
• With General Conference involving holidays in both 
Canada and the U.S., public carriers will be loaded to 
capacity. Make your reservations early to get the benefit 
of discounts. 
Early Arrivals (for those who plan to stay on campus) 
• If you plan to arrive on July 3, or before 7:30 a.m. on 
July 4, indicate that under "Remarks" on the 
Registration Form. 
Lodging, Meals, Transportation 
• Complete information on the attached registration form. 
Those who wish to stay in an area motel or camp site 
should contact one of the following: 
Harrisburg' Cam] 
Mechanicsburf 








C u t Here 
MAP NOT TO SCALE 
Amber Motel (717) 766-9006 
Best Western (717) 766-0238 
Days Inn (717) 766-3700 
Econo Lodge (717) 766-4728 
Gifford Pinchot St. Pk. (Reser 
Hampton Inn (717) 691-1300 
Home wood Ste. (717) 697-4900 
Nesbit's Motel (717) 432-3651 
Range Motel (717) 432-9766 
: 1 mo. ahead) (717)292-4112 
Conference Address 
• Letters sent to General Conference should be addressed: 
(Name of Person), c/o Brethren in Christ Conference, 
Messiah College, Grantham, PA, 17027-0290. 
Conference Phone Numbers 
Switchboard (717) 766-2511 
Public Safety (717) 691-6005 
If none of the above answers, 
call David P. McBeth at 
(717) 766-0598 
Directions: Southbound on 
U.S. 15: Travel 3 miles 
beyond the PA Turnpike to 
the first traffic light. Turn 
left on Lisburn Rd. Travel 
6/10 of a mile (1 Km) to 2nd 
intersection (Grantham Road) 
Turn right to the campus. 
Northbound on US 75/Travel 
approximately 4 miles 
beyond PA74 Intersection 
near Dillsburg to the 
first traffic light.Turn right 
on Lisburn Rd. Travel 6/10 
of a mile(l Km) to second 
intersection (Grantham 
Road.) Turn right to the 
college campus. 
Transportation Form 
(From/to Harrisburg Airport & Stations Only) 
PLEASE NOTE: Send this form to Lois McBeth by 
June 1, 1998. After that date, call her with all 
transportation changes or cancellations: (717) 766-0598 
• Transportation will be provided between the campus and 
the Harrisburg Airport or Train/Bus stations. Airport 
transportation, $20.00; 2 persons in same vehicle, $12.00 
each; more than 2 persons, $4.00 each. Bus or train 
station transportation, $8.00; 2 persons, $4.00 each; 
more than 2 persons $3.00 each. In all cases, pay the 
driver upon arrival. 
• If your arrival or departure involves a city other than 
Harrisburg, you will need to arrange your own 
transportation. 
(Give names of all others in your party, attach a separate sheet if 
needed.) 











Time (Allow 1 xh hours from the college.) 
Send To: Lois McBeth, P.O. Box A, Grantham, PA 17027 
by JUNE 1, 1998. 
Registration Form 
1998 General Conference 
Messiah College, Grantham, PA; July 4 through Jnly 8,1998 
Who Should Register: If you plan to attend General Conference, please fill in this form, regardless of where or with whom you 
plan to stay. This includes those staying in their own homes. 
U.S. Residents: Make checks payable to "General Conference". Send payment ($25.00 U.S. by June 1, $30.00 U.S. 
after June 1) with your registration form to Conference Registrar, Bonnie Hershberger, P.O. Box 290, Grantham, PA 
17027-0290 by June 1, 1998. 
• Canadian Residents: You now have the option of paying in Canadian dollars. Send your registration form with 
payment in Canadian dollars (equivalent of $25.00 U.S. by June 1, $30.00 U.S. after June 1) to Canadian Conference, 
Attn: Nancy Costello, 2619 Niagara Parkway, Fort Erie, Ontario, Canada L2A 5M4. Please make cheques payable 
to "Brethren in Christ Church". 
• A full refund will be given if cancellation is made to the Registrar before June 22. No refunds will be given after June 
22 except in emergencies. Please make any cancellations after June 5 by phone, fax, or e-mail. 
• This is your official registration to become a Voting Member of Conference, with final determination to be made by 
the Office of the General Secretary. You are a Voting Member of Conference if you are a delegate elected by your 
congregation, a pastor, an active minister, a deacon, a member of a General Conference board, or serving on the 
General Conference clerical staff. 
• If you believe you are a Non-voting Member of Conference, please enclose a request for this to the General Secretary 
with your registration form (see Manual of Doctrine and Government, p. 23, Article I, Section 2, Membership, Items 
A & B.) 
• Registration Inquiries/Changes/Cancellations: Contact Bonnie Hershberger by phone at (717) 697-2634 Ext.# 5435, 
by fax at (717) 697-7714 or by e-mail: BIC@messiah.edu 
Other Inquiries: Contact David P. McBeth at (717) 766-0598 
• Need more forms? You can get additional forms from your pastor, or you may make photocopies. 
GENERAL INFORMATION (PLEASE PRINT OR TYPE) - J 
1. Name • Voting Member • Non-Voting Member 
(last) (first) (middle or initial) 
2. Accompanying Spouse 
Name • Voting Member • Non-Voting Member 
(last) (first) (middle or initial) 
3. Accompanying Children and Youth (Check age group) 
Name • 0-4 • 5-12 • 13-17 • 18 & up • Voting 
Name • 0-4 • 5-12 • 13-17 • 18 & up • Voting 
Name • 0-4 • 5-12 • 13-17 • 18 & up • Voting 
Name • 0-4 • 5-12 • 13-17 • 18 & up • Voting 
4. Address 




(postal code/zip) (country, if not Canada or U.S.) 
( ) 
6. 
Day-time Phone# Evening Phone# 
( ) 
Emergency Contact Phone# 
7. R E G I S T R A T I O N F E E (Prices In U.S. dollars) 
• The registration fee is applicable for everyone 18 years old and over, attending day sessions of Conference. There is no 
registration fee for those attending evening sessions only. 
I/We will attend... # Days Rate (U.S.) # People Total 
All Day Sessions 5 $25 by June 1 X 
$30 after June 1 X 
Some Day Sessions X $10 per day X 
Subtotal A 
8. H O U S I N G O N C A M P U S (Prices in U.S. Dollars) 
« All rooms are air-conditioned. 
• Room assignments will be on a first-come-first-serve basis. No meals may be prepared in the apartments. 
• Linen package (sheets, pillow, pillow case, blanket, towel, washcloth, soap and cup) is included. 
• Rooms will be available from Friday evening, July 3, through Wednesday evening, July 8. 
I/We prefer... Rate (U.S.) 
Per Person Per Night 
Add $5.00 extra 







• a bed in a dormitory room 
(two single beds per room) 
$13.95 (18 &up) X X 
$12.85 (13-17) X X 
$7.00 (5-12) X X 
free (0-4) N/A N/A 
• an apartment 
• one-bedroom apt. 
(has three single beds) 
• two-bedroom apt. 
(has five single beds) 
$16.20 (18 & up) N/A X X 
$14.25 (13-17) X X 
$8.10 (5-12) X X 
free (0-4) N/A 
Subtotal B 
• Give day and date of First night: 
Day Date 
• Give day and date of Last night 
Day Date 
9. MEALS (Prices in U.S. Dollars) 
The price for a 3-meal package plan (IS meals in total)in the dining room is $16.25 per person per day; children 5-12, half 
price; 4 and under, free. 
The price for a 2-meal package plan (10 meals in total) in the dining room is $12.85 per person pet day; children 5-12, half 
price; 4 and under, free. 
The first meal available in the dining room is breakfast, Saturday, July 4. The final meal served is breakfast on Thursday, 
July 9. You can start with any meal and end with any meal for package rates. 
No refunds on package plan meals or missed meals. 
* Individual meal tickets may be purchased at the Information Desk after arrival. 
• A snack bar is also available. A family restaurant is about a mile away, and a fast-food place is about two miles away. 
I/We prefer... Rate (U.S.) 
per person per day 
# of People # of days Total 
• 3 meal package plan 
• Give day, date of your first meal 
$16.25 (13 & up) x x 5 days 
Circle your first meal of first day 
Breakfast/Lunch/Dinner 
• Give day, date of your last meal 
Circle your last meal of last day 
Breakfast/Lunch/Dinner 
$8.15 (5-12) x x 5 days 
free (0-4) x 5 days N/A 
• 2 meal package plan (Lunch and Dinner) 
• Give day, date of your first meal 
$12.85 (13 & up) x x 5 days 
Circle your first meal of first day 
Lunch/Dinner 
• Give day, date of your last meal 
Circle your last meal of last day 
Lunch/Dinner 
$6.45 (5-12) x x 5 days 
free (0-4) x 5 days N/A 
Subtotal C 
10, TOTAL CONFERENCE CHARGES (in U.S. dollars) 
Subtotals A+B+C $ 
Before sending this form, please make sure you have 
completed all information regarding registration, registration fee, housing, meals, and workshops . 
•w enclosed your full payment with your registration(s). Your payment should be in U.S. dollars or its equivalency. 
completed the Transportation Form (if applicable) to send to Lois McBeth by June 1, 1998. 
"s* indicated below under "remarks" if you will be arriving on July 3, or before 7:30 a.m. on July 4 
Remarks 
11. WORKSHOPS 
« A number of workshops are being planned for the 1998 General Conference. The following is a list of potential workshop 
topics and a brief description for each. Please indicate your top two preferences with " 1" and u2" in the space provided. 
Aging and the Church — Aging is a part of life, with challenges and potential like any other part of life. In this 
workshop participants explore ways the church can help persons to accept and realize the potential of each decade as 
they grow older. 
Partnering in Church Planting — The strengths of church planting pastors combined with the resources of other people 
in a dynamic partnership can produce strong, new congregations. This workshop is designed to equip people and 
congregations for concerted ventures in church planting. 
Developing Giving Disciples — Giving disciples develop in churches which have a positive giving environment. This 
can occur in churches with a stewardship vision and a stewardship plan. 
Financing a Christian Education — Though costs have risen, a Christian college education is still worthwhile and 
affordable. Educators from Messiah College offer insights into how families can meet the costs of a Christian college 
education. 
Renewal in the Congregation — The Brethren in Christ have a long history of openness to the Holy Spirit. We desire 
to be receptive to what God is saying to the church today. In both our historical roots and current aspirations, we have 
a rich context for renewal in the congregation. 
Jubilee Workshop — The Jubilee curriculum is Bible-focused and interactive. Materials are colorful, exciting and easy 
to use. This workshop invites and trains leaders and teachers to take full advantage of the exciting possibilities Jubilee 
holds for your congregation. 
Dialogue with Overseas Guests — The centennial celebration of Brethren in Christ World Missions provides an unusual 
opportunity to interact with overseas guests attending the conference. Participants in this workshop will enjoy personal 
interaction with brothers and sisters from other nations. 
Hispanic Forum — The Brethren in Christ Church are experiencing rapid growth among Hispanic congregations. This 
workshop, which will be conducted in Spanish, offers an opportunity for dialogue among persons involved or interested 
in ministry among Hispanic peoples. 
What 's in a Name? — This workshop introduces issues related to the effective use of names for congregations and 
for the denomination. Participants will consider questions such as: What is the potential impact of a name? Are names 
a vital aspect of identity. Can a name be descriptive of character and purpose? What are the strengths in a name? The 
concerns? 
Music in Worship — Some people attend church services because of a worship style; others are lost because of a 
worship style. This workshop invites participants to experience the presence of God in worship forms that are warm, 
personal, participatory and culture current. 
Youth Ministry — Today's youth, which have been described as a post-Christian generation, are genuinely fascinated 
with Christ. How can we present and practice the truth of the gospel in ways which "reach" this generation and 
mobilize youth to be "salt" and "light" among their peers? 
Bible Quizzing — Bible quizzing is an avid interest for thousands of Christian youth. This workshop introduces the 
benefits of quizzing by means of testimonials and demonstrations and gives instructions for starting and sustaining a quiz 
program in your congregation. 
• 
Introducing the 1998 General 
Conference Logo 
fa'I m m 
a m m • k . J i o 
Genesis 31 contains an unusual story that portrays the power of symbo l . T h e inc iden t in 
q u e s t i o n o c c u r s in the c o n t e x t of 
Jacob fleeing f rom his father-in-law, 
Laban, with his wives, children, and 
a c c u m u l a t e d f l o c k s and he rds , to 
re turn to the land p romised to his 
grandfather, Abraham. Jacob 's rela-
tionship with Laban was strained from 
the start, with decept ion be ing the 
hallmark of their fragile connection. 
But on this occasion, perhaps tem-
pered by a blessing f rom God him-
self, the potential showdown resulted 
in a covenant between the two, that 
ne i ther wou ld cross over a certain 
point to cause harm to the other. To 
mark the boundary and to symbolize 
the covenant being made, they gath-
ered stones into a heap and declared it 
be a witness between them. 
T h i s s y m b o l — o n e of t he f i r s t 
found in Scripture—began a long tra-
dition with God ' s people of capturing 
profound truths in visual form. The 
first Christian symbol is believed to 
have been a fish—a symbol reflective 
of many of Christ 's first disciples, but 
a lso a v isua l r e m i n d e r tha t Chr is t 
called his disciples to be "fishers of 
men." When such symbols are used 
appropriately, they have the power to 
January 1998 
bypass the literal scrutiny of the mind 
and strike a profound chord within the 
soul. Of such symbols, the most rec-
ognizable of our Christian faith is, and 
perhaps always will be, the cross—a 
symbol of redemption, reconciliation, 
and God 's love. 
Because of its powerful imagery, 
the cross has been in tegra ted into 
many symbols over the years. Our 
own denominational logo combines a 
dove (symbolic of the Holy Spirit and 
of peace) and a basin and towel (sym-
bolic of servanthood) with a cross, 
capturing the three streams of Breth-
ren in Christ identity in one rich sym-
bol. 
During the Middle Ages, several 
p o p u l a r f o r m s of the c r o s s w e r e 
blended to create what has come to 
be known as the Jerusalem cross. In 
this symbol, four small crosses flank a 
larger single cross to portray the five 
wounds Jesus suffered during his cru-
cifixion. The larger cross is composed 
of f o u r Tau c r o s s e s — s o n a m e d 
because of its similarity to the Greek 
le t t e r—conjo ined at the base. This 
repetition of the number four repre-
sents the four corners of the earth to 
which the gospel was taken by the 
early missionaries of the church, and 
which remain the focal points for the 
"From Every 
Nation" 
by Glenn Robitaille 
spread of the gospel. It is also remi-
niscent of the four Gospels that pro-
vide the wings for our message. 
As such, this i m a g e p rov ides a 
mean ingfu l symbol of our General 
Conference theme for 1998, "From 
Every Nation." We have been called 
by Christ in Matthew 28:19 to "Go 
and make disciples of all nations, 
bapt iz ing them in the name of the 
Father and of the Son and of the Holy 
Spirit..." It is also reflect ive of the 
coming day revealed to John when 
people " . . . f rom every nation, tribe, 
p e o p l e and l a n g u a g e " wi l l s t and 
before the throne of the Lamb to wor-
ship and adore the One to whom sal-
vation belongs (Revelation 7:9). 
It is also said that the Jerusalem 
cross, with its four Tau-shaped arms 
of the large cross, symbolizes Christ 's 
power to heal bodily and spiritual ills. 
As we join together in this General 
Conference, we do so as those com-
mitted to the expansion of Chris t ' s 
kingdom to every corner of the globe, 
and as a fragile community continu-
ally in need of Christ 's healing power. 
We are reminded that our strength is 
of Chr i s t and in the p o w e r of his 
redemption, and that our call is to be 
"healed ones" commissioned to pour 
the oil of healing wherever God sends 
us. 
From every nation, and to every 
nation, we are the body of Christ unit-
ed in the worship and service of the 
Lamb. We are the Brethren in Christ. 
Glen Robitaille pastors the Ashland, Ohio, 
Brethren in Christ Church. 
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Church 
News 
Notes of Congregational Activities in North America 
Allegheny Conference 
On Nov. 9 the Air Hill congre-
gation, Chambersburg, Pa., heard a 
missions chal lenge by Bob and 
Carol Geiger. • Mary Jane Bittle 
was speaker for the Nov. 20 MOMS 
meet ing at the Antr im church, 
Chambersburg. •:• Kevin Witter is 
now senior pastor of the Cham-
bersburg congregation. Dwayne 
Potteiger led Nov. 8-12 evangelistic 
services. •:• Representatives from 
New Life for Girls led the evening 
service Nov. 2 for the Fairview 
Ave. congregation, Waynesboro, Pa. 
• The Nov. 16 Thanksgiving ser-
vice at the Five Forks church, 
Waynesboro, included contribution 
of food items for needy families. • 
Dwayne Pot te iger of Kingdom 
Building Ministries led Nov. 2-5 
revival services for the Hollowell 
church, Waynesboro. 
John Melhora spoke about bro-
kenness to the Iron Springs con-
gregation, Fairfield, Pa., on Oct. 19. 
•:• Ten persons were honored for per-
fect Sunday school attendance with 
gift certificates in November at the 
Martinsburg, Pa., church. John 
Hawbaker led Nov. 16-20 revival 
services. • The Mowersviile, Pa., 
congregation had a harvest party 
Nov. 1 with adults and children 
dressing up in colonial or biblical 
costumes. •> The women of the New 
Guilford church, Chambersburg, 
had a "break-away retreat" Nov. 14-
16 at Doubling Gap Retreat Center. 
• The South Mountain congrega-
tion, Shippensburg. Pa., planned a 
shopping trip to Park City Mall for 
Dec. 6. 
Atlantic Conference 
The Circle of Hope church, 
Philadelphia, Pa., reports having 
seven active cell groups. Five weeks 
of study on "Towards a Healing 
Marriage" began Nov. 1. • The 
"Operation Christmas Child" pro-
gram at the Cross Roads church, 
Mount Joy, Pa., netted 223 filled 
shoe boxes for children around the 
wor ld . The church d is t r ibu ted 
"Jesus" videos in the community on 
Nov. 9. •> Dennis Hollinger spoke in 
the Nov. 23 "harvest Sunday" ser-
vices at the Elizabethtown, Pa., 
church. • The Fairland congrega-
tion, Cleona, Pa., had their annual 
Thanksgiving dinner on the evening 
of Nov. 23. They gathered items for 
the local food bank in the morning. 
The women of the Free Grace 
church, Millersburg, Pa., had a 
secret sisters party Dec. 1 and craft 
night Dec. 8. •> The women's fel-
lowship of the Hempfield church, 
Lancaster, Pa., regularly donates 
items to Mom's House. The youth 
are sponsoring a child through Com-
passion Int ' l . The Lancaster 
church had a family life conference 
Nov. 8-9 with John Reitz. •:• Direc-
tor of Brethren in Christ World Mis-
sions, Jack McClane, spoke in the 
Nov. 2 service of the Manor church, 
Mountville, Pa. •:• The Miliersville, 
Pa., church hosts MOPS (Mothers 
of Preschoolers) every other Thurs-
day. The Nov. 11 topic was "What 
Every Mom Needs." 
Ken Pierce shared about his V.S. 
experiences at the Nov. 15 service of 
the Mt. Pleasant church, Mount 
Joy, Pa. The New Hope congre-
gation. Harrisburg, Pa., had the 
drama, "Dinner Conversation," in 
their Nov. 2 service. Bishop Sider 
visited and the youth had a sub sale 
on Nov. 9. •:• The New Joy congre-
gation, Akron, Pa., welcomed 13 
new members on Nov. 16; six were 
baptized Nov. 9. •:• After the Nov. 16 
evening viewing of the drama, 
"Martyred: The Story of Chet Bit-
terman," the Pequea congregation, 
Lancaster , took an offer ing for 
Wycliffe Bible Translators. 
The women's ministries of the 
Refton. Pa., church had their Christ-
mas party Dec. 5, and sponsored a 
parents' day out Dec. 6. •:• On Nov. 
23, 191 people of the Silverdale, 
Pa., church enjoyed Fall Super Sun-
day: harvest ingathering, Joanna 
Mell on the harp, guest speaker 
Craig Sider, Thanksgiving feast, and 
an offering of over $7,000. •> The 
goal of the Speedwell Heights con-
gregation, Lititz, Pa., was to fill 10 
Thanksgiving boxes for needy folks 
in the area. The church welcomed 
seven new members on Nov. 30. 
Canadian Conference 
Darryn Colp led the morning 
worship and afternoon love feast 
Nov. 2 for the Bertie congregation, 
Stevensville, Ont. • Wendell Wiebe 
brought the message Oct. 26 to the 
Delisle, Sask., church. An adult fel-
lowship Nov. 1 included laser tag 
and dessert . •:• The Falls View 
church, Niagara Falls, Ont., has a 
new exterior sign. On Peace Sun-
day, Nov. 16, the congregat ion 
heard the message, "What Does 
Pacifism Mean?" The Heise Hill 
congregation, Gormley, Ont., cele-
brated its 120th anniversary on Oct. 
26. •:• The Kindersley, Sask., con-
gregation viewed the video "7 Signs 
of Christ's Return" on Nov. 9. 
On Nov. 9 the Massey Place 
congregation, Saskatoon, Sask., 
heard speaker David Munk from 
Central Pentecostal College. Bish-
op Darrell Winger spoke Nov. 23. • 
The Pioneer Clubs of the Sherk-
ston, Ont., congregation hosted a 
pancake supper Nov. 19 and family 
ice skating Nov. 25. • Speakers for 
the Oct. 24-26 missions conference 
of the Wainfleet, Ont., church were 
Bob Geiger, John and Ethel Sider, 
Barbara Stansfield. and Rick and 
Kathy Stuebing. Over $8,500 was 
raised for World Missions. • Ron 
Sider of Philadelphia was guest 
speaker for the 19th anniversary ser-
vices of the Westheights church. 
Kitchener, Ont., on Nov. 22-23. 
Central Conference 
The Amherst congregat ion, 
Massillon, Ohio, had their adult 
Christmas dinner Dec. 13 at Old 
Country Buffet with guest Christina 
Starr. • On Nov. 23 Lois Pollard 
spoke about missions in Zambia to 
the Christian Union congregation, 
Garrett, Ind. • On Dec. 13 the High-
land church, West Milton, Ohio, 
hosted a seminar by Bishop Byers 
on pastor-congregation relation-
ships. • On Dec. 12 the Lake view 
church, Goodrich, Mich., had their 
annual candlelight dinner and white 
elephant gift exchange. 
The youth of the Northgate 
church, Tipp City, Ohio, participat-
ed in fal l c l ean -up Nov. 15 at 
Memorial Holiness Camp with fun 
activities afterward. • The Pleasant 
Hill, Ohio, church hosted Friend 
Day Nov. 16 with ch ime choir 
music and a puppet skit. •> On Nov. 
9 the Sippo Valley congregation, 
Massillon, Ohio, had a service of 
prayer and healing. • The quiz team 
of the Valley Chapel church, East 
Canton, Ohio, took first place at a 
Board meetings are held at Grantham, Pa., 
unless otherwise noted. For more information, 
contact the denominational office, P.O. Box 290, 
Grantham. Pa. 17027; phone (717) 697-2634. 
Jan. 8-10 Board for World Missions 
Jan. 29-31 Messiah College Board of Trustees 
Feb. 3-5 Leadership Council 
Feb. 5-7 General Conference Board 
Feb. 27-28 Board for Stewardships Services 
Mar. 2-4 National Association of Evangelicals Annual 
Convention 
Mar. 6-7 Pacific Regional Conference 
Mar. 20-21 Atlantic Regional Conference 
Mar. 20-21 Central Regional Conference 
Mar. 20-21 Midwest Regional Conference 
Apr. 4 Allegheny Regional Conference 
Apr. 14-15 Ministers' Conference-Messiah College 
Apr. 17-18 Canadian Regional Conference 
Apr. 17-18 Susquehanna Regional Conference 
Apr. 19-23 Core Course "Theology of the Church"-
Collingwood, Ont. 
Apr. 24-25 Southeast Regional Conference 
Apr. 29-30 Leadership Council 
May. 7-9 Core Course "Brethren in Christ Polity"-
Grantham, Pa. 
May 18-22 Core Course "Brethren in Christ History"-
Upland, Calif. 
July 16-18 Core Course "Theology of Salvation "-West 
Milton, Ohio 
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meet Nov. 8 in Akron, Ohio. On 
Nov. 2 the church gave a wedding 
shower for a couple who lost almost 
everything recently to water dam-
age. • An ensemble of five girls 
from the Wooster, Ohio, church 
sang at the Northern Ohio Singspi-
ration on Nov. 30. 
Midwest Conference 
Rachel Copenhaver, missionary 
to Zambia, spoke in the Oct. 26 
evening service of the Bethany 
church, Thomas, Okla. On Nov. 15, 
38 adults enjoyed a hayride and pro-
gressive supper. The congregation 
hosted the area blood drive on Nov. 
17. • The Rosebank congregation, 
Hope, Kan., celebrated their 110th 
anniversary on Oct. 26. An invite-a-
friend dinner was Nov. 23. • On 
Nov. 9 Jim and Sheryl Lear, 
Wycliffe Bible Translators, spoke to 
the Sunday school classes of the 
Zion church, Abilene, Kan. 
Pacific Conference 
Sharon Alfsen led a women's 
health awareness day Nov. 15 at the 
Chino, Calif., church. • The Pacif-
ic Highway congregation. Salem, 
Ore., celebrated their 47th anniver-
sary on Nov. 9 with soloist Nadine 
Books and speaker M. Max Morgan 
of Gladstone. The church honored 
Reformation Sunday Nov. 2 through 
music, Scriptures, and a message by 
David Weinert. • The office staff 
of the Upland, Calif., church hosted 
an open house Dec. 17 for the con-
gregation. Five new members were 
welcomed on Nov. 16. • On Dec. 7 
at the Walnut, Calif., church the 
"toys for Tijuana" drive ended; the 
congregation commissioned Glenn 
and Carol Elliott to go work with 
Youth With a Mission in England; 
and four new members were wel-
comed. 
Southeast Conference 
The Holden Park congregation, 
Orlando, Fla., had their fall festival 
on Nov. 2. Congregational singing 
and music special were highlights 
of the Nov. 23 evening service. 
Susquehanna Conference 
On Nov. 23 the Big Valley con-
gregation, Belleville, Pa., collected 
food donations for two area fami-
lies. •:• The senior choir of the 
Carlisle, Pa., church presented the 
cantata "How Great Our Joy" on 
Dec. 7. The congregation baked 
Christmas cookies for college stu-
dents on Dec. 2. • The Cedar 
Grove church, Mifflintown, Pa., 
presented the dinner theater, "In 
Bethlehem's Inn," on Dec. 13 and 
14. • On Youth Sunday. Nov. 2, at 
the Cedar Heights church, Mill 
Hall, Pa., the youth gave an infor-
mative service about prison ministry 
including a report on Clinton Co. 
Prison and the play, "Debtors 
Prison." 
In November the youth of the 
Dillsburg, Pa., church had a rake-a-
thon service project; the men helped 
several families move or remodel; 
and the women had an all-day 
prayer retreat. •:• The Messiah Vil-
lage church. Mechanicsburg, Pa., 
had a missions conference Nov. 2,9 
with John Brubaker, Vera Bosser-
man. Bob and Carol Geiger, and 
Rachel Copenhaver. • The Redland 
Valley church, York Haven, Pa., 
now has audio assistance for ser-
vices. The topic for the Nov. 18 We 
Care meeting was "Once-a-Month 
Cooking." • Eber and Ruth Dourte 
led renewal services Nov. 9-12 for 
the West Shore congregation, 
Mechanicsburg, Pa., on marriage 
and family enrichment. 
Correspondents: News will be 
printed which arrives in Nappanee 
by the first day of each month. If a 
Sunday falls late in the month (as it 
did in November), simply hold that 
bulletin to be mailed with the next 
month's news, and send the others. 





Barley: Vincent Ray, July 21, 
1995; chosen son of Roy and Mary 
Ann (Garber) Barley, Cross Roads 
congregation, Pa. 
Brnjas: Timothy Josiah, Nov. 1; 
Steven and Linda Brnjas, West-
heights congregation, Ont. 
Buckwalter: Caleb Phillip, Nov. 




pher, Nov. 7; Christopher and 
Kristin (Kelcher) Burkholder, Eliz-
abethtown congregation. Pa. 
Clewell: Emily Joy, Sept. 11; 
Steve and Sally (Saylor) Clewell, 
Mechanicsburg congregation, Pa. 
Ferguson: Seth Frederick, Nov. 
9; Farley and Angie (Harris) Fergu-
son, Cedar Grove congregation, Pa. 
Harnish: Avery Dale, Nov. 16; 
Dale and Kelly (Sheetz) Harnish, 
Manheim congregation, Pa. 
Hile: Daniel Wayne, Sept. 6; 
Dave and Beth Hile, Mechanicsburg 
congregation. Pa. 
E.V. Timelines 
Selected from the archives of the EVANGELICAL VISITOR 
100 Years Ago 
January 1, 1898—In an article men-
tioning Peter Stover and the Philadel-
phia Mission, Noah Zook writes: "In 
his report in the Visitor for the month of 
October, the donations are $5.00 and the expenses $8.15. 
How do long we think Bro. Stover can keep up the Mission 
and make up the deficiencies? Don't you dear reader want 
a share in this work?" 
75 Years Ago 
January 22, 1923—In an article titled "How Do You 
Know Your Bible?", B. M. Books writes: "The need of 
today is to have two or three influential Christians in every 
community where holiness is preached who would live it in 
perfect love and a humility that would expose every sham 
sanctity and shame every holiness liar. The Bible must be 
known in the pew, kitchen, store, ranch, school and street, 
not just in the pulpit. It is a serious question whether it is 
known in the pulpit if it is not known in the pew." 
50 Years Ago 
January 26, 1948—In an article titled "The Call of 
1948," W. O. Winger writes: "Present resolutions will be 
faded and decayed rubbish at the close of 1948, unless we 
commit our all unto the Lord—fully and absolutely.... 
Unless we awaken to our blessed privilege of worshipping 
the Lord in the Beauty of Holiness, many more of our peo-
ple will slip away helping to swell the wrong crowd that 
feeds on the light and trashy things of this world, whose 
reward is to be Eternally lost." 
25 Years Ago 
January 10, 1972—"The Board for Missions reports 
that the Brethren in Christ missionaries in Nicaragua are 
safe and were unharmed by the earthquake that destroyed 
the city of Managua on Friday night, Dec. 22.... Using a 
small electric generator which is used in their missionary 
work, Walter [Kelly] provided power for his short wave 
radio and got word through to the Missions Office by Sat-
urday noon, Dec. 23, at a time when communication with 
Nicaragua was practically non-existent.... The missions staff 
is involved in emergency relief activities on behalf of the 
thousands who have been forced by circumstances and the 
government to evacuate the city of Managua which was 
75% destroyed." 
10 Years Ago 
January 1988—The Board of Administration's Task 
Force on Conference Boundaries and Related Matters out-
lined its recommendations being taken to the 1988 Gener-
al Conference, which involved dividing the 70-congregation 
Allegheny Conference into two separate regional confer-
ences, as well as creating a Southern Conference composed 
of congregations in the southern portions of the Atlantic and 
Central Conferences. 
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Hopkins: Jeremiah David, Nov. 
5; Mark and Cheryl (Heise) Hop-
kins, Mechanicsburg congregation, 
Pa. 
Horton: Emma Nicole, Aug. 15; 
Tim and Beth Horton, Mechanics-
burg congregation. Pa. 
Keiter: Christian Lee, Sept. 16; 
Krista Keiter, Free Grace congrega-
tion, Pa. 
Landis: Devon Michael, Sept. 
1; Mike and Trisha (Hunsberger) 
Landis, New Covenant congrega-
tion, Pa. 
Lauver: Rebecca Ann, Nov. 6; 
David and Alice (Dourte) Lauver, 
Pequea congregation, Pa. 
Lucas: Jacob Matthew, July 8; 
Jason and Michelle Lucas, Mechan-
icsburg congregation, Pa. 
Peck: Matthew Ross, Oct. 16; 
Gary and Jen Peck, Five Forks con-
gregation, Pa. 
Romberger: Sarah Joy, Sept. 
19; Andrew and Amy Romberger, 
Free Grace congregation, Pa. 
Ruegg: Nicole Margaret, Sept. 
23; Leonard and Lynda (Kirk) 
Ruegg, Bertie congregation, Ont. 
Shafer: Indigo Bleu, Oct. 9; 
John and Vicki (Miller) Shafer, 
Grantham congregation, Pa. 
Wirth: Zachary James, Sept. 20; 
Crystal Mathis, New Covenant 
congregation, Pa. 
Yoder: Kyra Lucille Ulery, 
Sept. 19; John Yoder and Karen 
Ulery, Lancaster congregation, Pa. 
Weddings 
Grumbine - Strickler: Angela 
Marie Strickler, daughter of Chris-
tian Nissley and Constance Elaine 
Strickler. and Todd Michael, son of 
Kenneth and Linda Grumbine, Fred-
ericksburg, Pa., Oct. 18, at Eliza-
bethtown Brethren in Christ Church 
with Rev. David L. Hall officiating. 
Hess - Alexander: Jennifer 
Lynn, daughter of Kenneth and Rita 
Alexander, New Providence, Pa., 
and Michael Todd, son of Raymond 
and Faye Hess, Pequea, Pa., Nov. 8, 
at Pequea Brethren in Christ Church 
with Rev. J. Daniel Houck and Rev. 
Gerald Wingert officiating. 
Keck - Fahnestock: Kimberly 
Lynn, daughter of Raymond and 
Anna Fahnestock, and Dana Lee, 
son of Wanda Keck and the late 
John Keck, July 5, at Wesley Breth-
ren in Christ Church with Rev. 
Richard Ross officiating. 
Kendall - Rohrbaugh: Cathy 
Rohrbaugh, daughter of Anna B. 
Johnson, Orrstown, Pa., and the late 
Eugene I. Johnson, and Daryl E., 
son of Wilbur E. Kendall, Ohio, and 
M O N E Y 
M A T T E R S 
Circle of Hope-
Because 
not you gave... 
Cooperative Ministries 




























Total to Date 2.616.832 2.356.405 328.001 291.408 
Total Budget 3.877.632 3.781,056 
Received to Date 67.5% 62.4% 
*Note: Canadian Conference total budget does not include designated or direct giving. 
At the Canadian Conference in April '97, Conference approved a new budget. 
"Hope was the word we settled on as 
the most important. The name of our new 
church planting had to have "hope" in it. 
We had been listening to God through 
prayer, by reading Scripture, and by our 
brothers ' and sisters ' 
encouragement through 
sermons and conversa-
tions. It became very clear 
to Rod and me that God 
was calling us to begin a new church in 
Philadelphia—one that would reach out 
to those in the next generation who had 
not found hope in the form of church usu-
ally practiced across North Ameri-
ca. The statistics were clear. Vast 
numbers of people between 18 and 
35 were giving up on institutional church 
and seeking meaning for their lives else-
where—or nowhere. They needed hope. 
We knew we had to respond with a radi-
cal alteration in how we did things. 
So we began to make plans to move to 
Philadelphia in 1995. We did not know 
how we would support our family or how 
we would meet the peo-
ple we believed God 
wanted to bring togeth-
er to create this new 
kind of church, but we 
knew God was going to 
do this work. We want-
ed to join him. We 
began to talk with our 
friends in the Brethren 
in Christ Church, and 
we began to visit the 
city to walk its streets 
and pray. By September 
1, 1995, Circle of Hope 
had become one of the 
Atlantic Conference's 











Circle of Hope church entrance. 
and we began the experiment of faith that 
we continue today. 
With funding from our generous 
denomination, we could move forward in 
our efforts to network within the city at a 
pace we never imagined. Within seven 
months of our arrival in Philadelphia, we 
gathered for our first worship celebration. 
Today, between 100 and 150 people gath-
er on Sunday evenings to hear about and 
celebrate hope. Many are young. Some 
have tattoos and body piercings. Some 
look as normal as any church might boast. 
Some loved Jesus before we came, but 
had become disillusioned with the church-
es that did not address the issues they 
struggle with in urban life. They longed to 
find a community of believers that reflect-
ed the radical love of Jesus in practical 
ways; to meet the needs of the poor and 
marginalized in our society, to combat the 
racism, materialism, and violence of our 
culture. Some have come to form brand 
new relationships with God and are learn-
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the late Cora Marie Kendall, Nov. 
29, at Air Hill Brethren in Christ 
Church with Rev. John L. Bundy 
officiating. 
Powell - Gruver: Cherie Lynn, 
daughter of William L. and Joyce 
E. Gruver, Shippensburg, Pa., and 
Wade Wesley, son of John P. and 
Anita L. Powell, Shippensburg, 
Nov. 8, at Mt. Rock Brethren in 
Christ Church with Rev. Joe Baer 
officiating. 
Smith - Winger: Elisha Marie, 
daughter of Ivan and Judy Winger, 
Ridgeway, Ont., and Travis Paul, 
son of Kim and Marilyn Smith, Fort 
Erie, Pa., Aug. 9, at the home of 
grandparents with Rev. Mike 
Zenker officiating. 
Spada - Seymour: Cindy Marie, 
daughter of Robert and Nancy Sey-
mour, Stevensville, Ont., and Craig 
Grant, son of Peter and Judy Spada, 
Ridgeway, Ont., Oct. 18, at Sherk-
ston Brethren in Christ Church with 
Rev. Walter Winger officiating. 
Obituaries 
Boose: Ruth B. Boose, born 
Aug. 27, 1912, daughter of Henry 
and Emma Peters, died July 2. Her 
husband, Rev. H. Melvin Boose, 
preceded her in death. Surviving are 
three children, Kenneth L., Ruth 
Arlene, and Audrey Ann Leavitt. 
She was an avid crocheter and puz-
zle worker. She had many pen pals 
while doing scrapbooks for shut-ins. 
She had served with her husband at 
San Francisco Mission, Dallas Cen-
ter (Iowa), and the Montgomery 
congregation, Pa. She was a member 
of the Manheim congregation. Pa. 
The funeral was at Buch Funeral 
Home with Rev. John Zuck officiat-
ing. Interment was in the Mt. Pleas-
ant church cemetery. 
Cline: Arthur Roy Cline, born 
Jan. 13, 1922, son of Roy and Lau-
rena Cline, died Oct. 14. Preceding 
him in death was a son, Dennis. Sur-
viving are his wife, Ruth; 4 children, 
Bonnie, Judy, Stacia, and Jerry; 14 
grandchildren; and 19 great-grand-
children. He lived and worked in the 
Niagara area all his life, and was 
saved at age 75. The funeral was at 
Williams Funeral Home with Rev. 
Don Middlemiss of the Bertie 
church officiating. 
Knepper: Robert S. Knepper, 
born Aug. 3, 1908, son of Adam and 
Nellie Ausherman Knepper, died 
Oct. 28. Surviving are his wife, Mae 
E. (Pyke); a son, Nelson; 7 daugh-
ters, Janet Kniesley, Sylvia Nichols, 
Pauline Potteiger, Fern Musser, Lois 
Wolgemuth, Beth Knepper, and 
Pastors Rod White (left) 
and Gerry West 
ings regularly, sometimes riding her bike 
through the pouring rain to get there. 
God is drawing Terry to himself as she 
talks with others about her thoughts and 
fears and considers a hope that promises 
more than she has dared to dream is pos-
sible. 
These stories are part of the larger 
story God is writing in Philadelphia. The 
funds given allow us to dedicate our time 
and energy directly to people. We are 
able to consider how to bridge the gaps 
that sin has left in our world; gaps 
between races, between poor and rich, 
between young and old, between justice 
and injustice. When resources are dedi-
cated to God's work, the gains are 
impossible to describe in words alone. 
They are written on the hearts and in the 
lives of people here and in many cities. 
God is determined to raise up this next 
generation to know and love him, to 
serve and obey him. The money you give 
has been used by God to open the way 
for hope to spread out into the streets of 
Philadelphia. We rejoice in his faithful-
ness as we work with you to build this 
circle of hope. 
*all names have been changed 
wonders how God's love will meet all 
the needs he sees in and around him. God 
brought Steve to Circle of Hope to 
restore his hope. He senses that he is not 
alone as he works to strengthen his mar-
riage and his ministry through his 
involvement at the church. The liberating 
growth of Christ is slowly healing old 
wounds and giving Steve a new hope for 
the future. 
Brian* drove for an hour to reach 
Center City Philadelphia because his 
friend Wally told him that there was 
something really different happening at 
Circle of Hope. Wally became one of 
our worship band members and Brian 
decided to see what all the talk was 
about. Brian came from a Catholic fam-
ily, but had not personally responded to 
Jesus. He wondered if his life of pursuing 
pleasure in every form was really miss-
ing the mark. He decided he needed a 
change. He decided to give Jesus a 
chance. Over the next year, Brian came 
to Circle of Hope more and more regu-
larly and recently has decided that 
he needs to change his life com-
pletely in order to respond to God's 
love completely. He has moved to 
Philadelphia and is becoming more 
involved in relationships that are 
hopeful and caring rather than 
merely pleasing. 
Terry* only believes in a "high-
er power." She admits that she is 
afraid of something terrible hap-
pening to her or to those she cares 
about. The world seems so random 
and so chaotic. In the last two 
months, Terry has not missed Cir-
cle of Hope's Sunday worship 
meeting even once. She's also been 
coming to one of the cell group meet-
ing about how to grow in Christ. Some 
have not yet decided how they will allow 
their lives to be changed by the hope they 
are hearing about. Their stories are a pic-
ture of the ways God uses resources that 
are dedicated to him. 
Steve* is a young father, completing a 
graduate program in community devel-
opment at a nearby college. He believes 
passionately that the needs of the poor 
are a first priority for Christians. Steve 
has worked hard to provide for his fam-
ily as a social worker while continuing in 
school. He has struggled to understand 
how to serve God as he becomes frus-
trated with the pressures he feels around 
him. He has admitted that while he wants 
to serve others, he sometimes becomes 
painfully discouraged and falls into peri-
ods of intense loneliness that leave him 
inexplicably angry with his young fami-
ly. Steve describes a background that 
was filled with disappointment and vio-
lence as both his parents were addicted to 
alcohol. He feels deeply scarred and 
A worship service at Circle of Hope. 
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Congregational Life announces 
1997 music scholarship grants 
Congregational Life Ministries is com-
mitted to assisting local congregations in 
carrying out their mission. One specific 
program is an annual music scholarship in 
which four young people receive a 
$200.00 grant for the further development 
of their musical gifts. This year we had 
thirty-four youth apply. It is a pleasure to 
announce the four recipients for 1997. 
Rebecca Holtry is a member of the 
Blue Mountain Brethren in Christ Church 
in Roxbury, Pa. Her musical interests 
include piano, flute, and violin. She 
accompanies the congregational singing, 
provides special music during morning 
worship and school chapel, sings in her 
school choir, and participates in a flute 
ensemble. She desires to honor the Lord 
with her musical abilities by being willing 
to use her talent wherever and whenever 
she can. She plans to use the scholarship 
to continue private lessons. 
Jared Deck is a member of the Bethany 
Brethren in Christ Church in Thomas, 
Okla. His musical interests focus on 
voice, piano, and alto saxophone. His 
wide variety of activities include leading 
music, performing solos and duets, par-
ticipating as a member of several choirs, 
winning the outstanding male choir award 
in 1997, performing for community 
events, and attending the Choral Camp at 
Southwestern Oklahoma State University. 
Jared loves to sing for the Lord. He plans 
Anita Stern; a foster daughter. Pearl Wueschins-
ki; 19 grandchildren; 17 great-grandchildren; 4 
brothers, Paul, Lewis, Abner, and Joseph; and a 
sister, Miriam Stern. He was a former deacon of 
the Mechanicsburg congregation. Pa., and a 
farmer most of his life. His membership was in 
the Grantham church. Pa., where the funeral was 
held with Rev. Robert B. Ives, Rev. Mary Jane 
Davis, and Rev. J. Robert Lehman officiating. 
Interment was in Grantham Memorial Park. 
Martin: Edna F. Martin, born July 13, 1907, 
daughter of John T. and Ella Zeager Frey, died 
Nov. 12. Her husband, J. Everett Martin, pre-
ceded her in death. Surviving are her daughter, 
Myrl J. Sherk; a son, Richard E.; six grandchil-
dren; three great-grandchildren; and two sisters, 
Bertha Eberly and Margaret Fackler. Edna was a 
resident at Messiah Village since March 1989. 
She was a homemaker, and accomplished seam-
stress and grower of African violets. She was a 
Dates for Roxbury 
Holiness Camp Meeting 
The 1998 Brethren in Christ 
Family Activities Calendar lists 
i nco r rec t da tes fo r Roxbury 
Camp Meeting for 1998. The 
correct dates are July 31 through 
August 9. Please make a note of 
this change. 
John Hawbaker, 
Camp Meeting Director 
to use the scholarship for private voice 
lessons. 
Juan Gallo is a member of the El 
Aparento De La Gracia Brethren in Christ 
Church in Pembroke, Fla. His musical 
interests are found in the piano and organ. 
He is currently the Minister of Music in 
his congregation. He plans to use the 
scholarship for private lessons. 
Gail Novak is a member of the 
Carlisle Brethren in Christ Church in 
Carlisle, Pa. Her musical abilities are 
focused on piano, alto saxophone, and 
voice. She performs special music and is 
in the church orchestra and choir. She is 
involved in several school bands and 
choirs as well as county, district, and 
regional choruses. Gail plans to continue 
serving the Lord through music and will 
use the scholarship for private lessons. 
The church is blessed to have such fine 
young people who are committed to serv-
ing the Lord and the church. The Music 
Trust Fund is pleased to provide them 
with the opportunity to continue their 
training. 
member of the Messiah Village Church. The 
funeral was at Buch Funeral Home with Rev. 
Janet Peifer and Rev. John L. Bundy officiating. 
Interment was in the Cross Roads church ceme-
tery. 
Middlemiss: Norma Ilean Middlemiss, born 
Oct. 24, 1916, in Beamsville, Ont., daughter of 
Herbert and Hattie Culp, died Oct. 19. Her hus-
band, Keith Middlemiss, preceded her in death. 
Surviving are her children, Patrick, Angus, and 
Donald; and eight grandchildren. She was a 
member of the Beamsville Church of Christ. The 
service was at Tallman Funeral Home with Rev. 
Don Smith and Rev. Donald Perry officiating. 
Interment was in Mount Osborne Cemetery. 
Winger: Mildred Grace Winger, born June 
26, 1914, daughter of Edward and Mina House 
Nigh, in Stevensville, Ont., died Nov. 1. Preced-
ing her in death were her husband. Howard 
Winger; and two sons, Gerald and Hubert. Sur-
viving are 3 sons, Claude, Keith, and Gordon; 3 
daughters, Audrey Bruce, Gloria Barteaux, and 
Bonnie Desilest; 11 grandchildren; 16 great-
grandchildren; and 2 brothers, Ross and Carl 
Nigh. She served God in a quiet way at the Bertie 
church, Ont., where she was a member. The 
funeral was at the church with Rev. Don Mid-
dlemiss officiating. Interment was in the church 
cemetery. 
Vonckx: J. Newell Vonckx, born Oct. 25, 
1902, in Chicago, 111., son of John and Margaret 
Souci Vonckx, died Oct. 15. His wife, Francis, 
preceded him in death. Surviving are two daugh-
ters, Carol Kaske and Sylvia Eisenman. He had 
been an assistant professor at Messiah College 
and a member of the Grantham church, Pa. A 
memorial service was held at the Messiah Village 
church with Rev. Janet M. Peifer officiating. The 
body was donated to Humanity Gifts. ^ 
Anabaptist-Mennonites 
Nationwide USA 
compiled by C. Nelson Hostetter 
Forty-six groups of Anabaptis t-
Mennonites across the U.S. are sum-
marized here, with historical back-
ground and distinctive practices of 
each group . O n e sect ion lists the 
groups by size, giving state statistics. 
Another list is arranged by state, pro-
viding a listing of every congregation 
throughout the U.S. As of July 1997, 
there were 302,256 baptized mem-
bers in 3,474 congregations. 
161 pages, $9.95 
Available from your local Christian 
Light Bookstore. Or order by mail 
f rom Masthof Press, R.R. 1, Box 20, 
Morgantown, PA 19543-9701. (Add 
$3.00 for shipping, and 60<t sales tax 




March 26-29, 1998 
46th annual Mennonite Health Assembly 
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Ray Hock selected as bishop 
Ray Hock has been selected as the 
nominee for bishop of the Allegheny and 
Susquehanna Regional Conferences of 
the Brethren in Christ. At the recommen-
dation of the Bishop's Selection Com-
mittee, on November 24 the General Con-
ference Board unanimously approved 
Ray's nomination. Upon confirmation of 
his nomination, Ray will begin service as 
bishop at a mutually agreeable time on 
or before August 1, 1998. 
Ray Hock was born in 1950, the son of 
Laban and the late Annie Hock. At the 
age of seven he made a profession of faith 
in a revival meeting. After wrestling with 
issues of faith during his teen years, Ray 
had an experience of complete surrender 
to Jesus Christ as Lord at the age of 19. 
Ray graduated from Simpson College 
with a degree in Biblical Literature. Dur-
ing and after college he served at Lifeline 
Mission in San Francisco, Calif. The 
combination of mission work and intel-
lectual stimulation at a missionary-ori-
ented college clarified Ray's call to min-
istry. 
After graduation from Eastern Baptist 
Seminary, Ray and his wife, Winnie, 
served for five-and-a-half years in a 
church planting role with Brethren in 
Christ Missions in Japan. In order to 
secure specialized educational opportu-
nities for their son, the Hocks returned to 
the United States and located in Des 
Moines, Iowa, for a term of service as 
pastor of the Oak Park congregation. 
For the past five years Ray has served 
as pastor of the Summit View congrega-
tion near New Holland, Pa. Under his 
leadership, the Summit View congrega-
tion doubled in worship attendance and 
sent 14 members to become part of a 
nearby church planting, New Joy. 
While at Summit View, Ray served as 
financial secretary and consultant for tele-
phone outreach for the Atlantic Confer-
ence Board of Evangelism and Church 
Planting. In these capacities, Ray played 
a key role in starting the New Joy, New 
Hope, Marsh Creek, Central Community, 
and Crossroads Community congrega-
tions, and in the revitalization of the 
Hempfield and Bright Hope (formerly 
Shenk's) congregations. For the past year 
Ray has served on the denominational 
Board for Stewardship Services. 
Ray and his wife Winnie, daughter of 
Walter and the late Sara Lehman, have 
been married 23 years. They are the par-
ents of two children: Jason, 19, and Amy, 
14. Jason is a junior at Lancaster Menno-
nite High School. Amy is a freshman at 
Garden Spot High School. The family 
enjoys gardening, hiking, camping, and 
music. 
As bishop, Ray will work for the 
health and development of the 66 con-
gregations in the Allegheny and Susque-
hanna Conferences. He will concentrate 
on encouraging, training, and resourcing 
pastors. He will work with church boards 
in the evaluation and selection of pastors. 
He will give leadership for starting new 
congregations. Ray will also work to 
mobilize pastors and people for mutual 
support and cooperative work among 
clusters of congregations and within these 
regional areas. 
In choosing leaders and entrusting them 
with new responsibilities, we enter into part-
nership with them. Whether leading or fol-
lowing, we depend on one another's special 
competencies and become enablers of other 
people. We strive together to meet opportu-
nities and share in the ownership of prob-
lems. We build a relationship of mutual trust, 
supporting and encouraging one another in 
our common mission. In a dynamic partner-
ship we reach toward our full potential in 
Christ. 
As our brother Ray reflects on the 
prospect of caring for the health and 
strength of many congregations in a new 
role, he and his family will need our sup-
port and prayers. As they come to mind, 
ask the Lord to give Ray and Winnie, 
along with Jason and Amy, multiple con-
firmations for the call to serve as bishop, 
a gratifying completion (for them and the 
congregation) to their pastoral ministry 
at Summit View, the wisdom and grace 
for many adjustments throughout this 
time of transition, and a sustaining per-
spective of faith and hope as they antici-
pate the work of bishop. ^ 
U n d e r s t a n d i n g 
y o u r 1 t e e n a g e * 
D o you have teenagers roaming around your house? 
Is i t a challenge to communicate with and understand 
your teenager? I f you said ''yes" to the previous ques-
t ions then you should attend the seminar, Under -
s tand ing Your Teenager, t o be he ld o n Saturday, 
March 28 , 1998. The seminar wil l be held at the Lan-
caster Brethren in Christ Church and wil l begin at 
9:00 a.m. (registration at 8:30 a.m.). I t wil l provide 
you wi th the chance to talk wi th other parents and 
gain valuable insight from seminar leader Jim DiRad-
do, a veteran in the f ie ld of youth development. The 
cost is $ 2 0 per person, $ 3 0 per couple; or i f your 
church sends a group o f 10 or more, $10 per person. 
This seminar would also be a great event for youth 
workers to attend. I f you have any questions, please 
call Martha Lockwood at (717) 569-5011 . 
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Bethel Brethren in Christ 
Church dedicated 
After years of planning, the dedication 
of the first phase of expansion for the 
Bethel Church, Hillsville, Va., became 
reality on Sunday, Oct. 5,1997. The facil-
ity houses a full-size gym and will pro-
vide space for day care services. 
During the morning service, several 
members of the congregation gave an 
account of segments of the history of 
Bethel. Yvette Leonard, granddaughter 
of Denny and Marie Jennings (who 
founded the ministry) shared important 
points about the origination of the church 
drawing on her grandmother's diary. Mrs. 
Jennings recorded in her diary that the 
first church building had been dedicated 
on Oct. 5, 1952, exactly 45 years earlier. 
Woodie Stilwell reported on the reno-
vations made in the 1970s, during which 
the building was literally "turned around," 
as the back became the front of the church 
and the front became the back. Linda Dal-
ton, who was very active in the prelimi-
nary stages of the expansion and who 
serves as the day care coordinator, spoke 
of purchasing of the new property. Final-
ly, Butch Blankenship told of how the 
church acquired such equipment as the 
organ and grand piano, and recognized 
the persons who gave major leadership 
to the expansion project. 
Pastor James DeBoe and his wife 
Jaeron were presented with a bronze 
sculpture entitled "The Sower" in recog-
nition of their leadership in the expansion 
project. Gerald and Lucille Wingert, who 
served as the pastoral couple after Denny 
and Marie Jennings, ministered with 
music from a harp and their voices. 
The morning message was delivered 
by Pastor Wingert, with Warren Hoff-
man, General Secretary of the Brethren in 
Christ Church, conducting the formal 
dedication. 
Midwest Conference 
has women's retreat 
The Midwest Conference had their 
annual women's retreat in October at the 
Sullivant Memorial Retreat Center near 
Norman, Oklahoma. The planning com-
mittee was composed of women from the 
Bethany Brethren in Christ Church in 
Thomas, Okla., and the Red Star Brethren 
in Christ Church in Leedy, Okla. 
The climax of many months of plan-
ning and hard work was realized when 
71 women from Kansas, New Mexico, 
Texas, and Oklahoma met for three days 
of challenge, inspiration, music, and 
recreation. The theme of the retreat was 
"Friendship: A Garden of Splendor." The 
speaker was Penny Glaesman, a pastor's 
wife from Pampa, Tex. 
The first session Friday evening began 
with singing worship choruses, getting 
acquainted, and impromptu skits, as the 
group numbered off and divided into 
about ten groups. Each group was given a 
bag of props, from which they were to 
create skits. Many of these skits were 
hilarious and drew on the creativity and 
imagination of the participants. The 
evening was climaxed with a talk by 
Penny featuring a "visit" to the garden, 
where she introduced different women 
Life and Hope 
Ministries 
Rev. David and Doris Illman 
250 Westheights Drive 
Kitchener, ON N2N 1J9 
Home: (519) 579-1473 
Fax: (519) 745-8581 
from the Bible who were special friends 
of Jesus. 
In each of the succeeding sessions, she 
introduced different Bible characters, 
challenging us to a closer walk with 
Christ. Some of the characters were Mary, 
Martha, Jesus, and Peter. Penny described 
Jesus going to the garden to pray, and 
suggested that in troubled times we need 
to go into the "garden" alone for intensive 
care: you and God in a one-on-one per-
sonal encounter. Others must be left 
behind. When we spend time in the gar-
den with God, it will change us. 
In another session she told us that we 
need to have time daily with the heaven-
ly Father so that our "pail" is full, so we 
can share with others. The Samaritan 
woman was changed, and she left her 
water jar to go tell others. 
New friendships were formed and old 
ones renewed. The quotation on our pro-
grams stated "A friend like you is a spe-
cial hug from God." We felt renewed and 
inspired to go back to our home commu-
nities and take the fragrance of Christ 
with us so that others will be attracted to 
him. We were challenged to look for 
opportunities to serve. Jesus ministered 
to his disciples by washing their feet. Big 
people do small things. Are you into tow-
els or titles? The Christian's responsibil-
ity is to keep on our knees and to serve 
others.—reported by Ruth Blackletter 
Thinking of spending time in 
Southern California for vacation, or 
to visit friends and relatives? Upland 
Manor has a furnished studio apart-
ment for rent. You may rent for one 
week, one month, or longer. Upland 
Manor is in a central location—one 
hour to the mountains, one hour to the 
ocean, one hour or less to most attrac-
tions, and five minutes to the Brethren 
in Christ Church. If you are interested 
in this studio apartment, call Neal or 
Evelyn Longenecker at (909) 985-
1215, or write to: Upland Manor, Inc., 
Atten.: Neal Longenecker, 1125 W. 
Arrow Hwy. #34, Upland, CA 91786. 
You may also fax the office at (909) 
920-4014. 
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I MESSIAH COLLEGE NEWS 
Joy Wang named Messiah's 
first Rhodes Scholar 
Messiah College senior Joy Wang, 20, 
of Philadelphia, is one of 32 students 
nationally to be named an American 
Rhodes Scholar, one of the country's old-
est and most prestigious academic honors. 
The first student in Messiah College's 
88-year history to be awarded a Rhodes 
Scholarship, Wang was selected from 989 
applicants nationwide. As a Rhodes 
Scholar, Wang will receive a full-tuition, 
two-year scholarship at Oxford Universi-
ty, in Oxford, England. An English liter-
ature major with minors in philosophy 
and political science, Wang plans to study 
19th-century English literature at Oxford 
next October. 
"It's a bit overwhelming," Wang said. 
"I 'm a bit stunned and quite pleased." 
With a 4.0 GPA in her major, Wang 
has been active in a wide variety of col-
lege and community groups. Wang, who 
served as editor of Messiah's student 
newspaper, The Swinging Bridge, her 
sophomore year, is also a member of the 
college's tennis team. An avid volunteer, 
Wang founded and serves as president of 
the Messiah College chapter of Amnesty 
International. Her community service 
activities include teaching English to Chi-
nese refugees, volunteering at a homeless 
shelter in Philadelphia, as well as volun-
teering at the People ' s Immigration 
Resource Center and the International 
Friendship House in York, Pa. 
Founded in 1904 and named for British 
industrialist and Oxford graduate Cecil 
Rhodes, Rhodes Scholarships fulfill Rhodes' 
vision of providing an ongoing scholar-
ship that would allow students from other 
countries to study at Oxford University. 
The scholarship criteria seek to identify 
well-rounded students who not only excel 
academically, but also demonstrate out-
standing leadership and athletic abilities, 
social commitment, and diverse talents. 
Wang began the rigorous selection 
process in the spring of 1997 at the state 
level by completing a lengthy application 
which included personal essays outlining 
her academic agenda and abilities, her 
resume, and several letters of reference. 
Selected on the strength of her application 
from nearly 70 other Pennsylvania appli-
cants, Wang was one of 11 students 
selected in November to complete two 
rounds of extensive interviews in Pitts-
Messiah College's first 
Rhodes Scholar, Joy 
Wang (r), speaks with 
Dr. Donald B. Kraybill, 
College Provost, at a 
faculty reception held 
on Dec. 8 in her honor. 
burgh. From there, she was selected as a 
finalist to compete in a regional round of 
interviews in Philadelphia, where she was 
named a winner of the scholarship. 
continued on next page 
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Messiah College News... 
continued from page 25 
Grantham Oratorio Society 
begins new season with 
change of name and director 
Messiah College recently began 
recruiting singers for the 1998 concert 
season of the [former] Grantham Oratorio 
Society, announcing a new name and a 
new director for the chorus. 
Now called the Messiah College 
Choral Arts Society, the chorus will be 
directed by Linda Tedford, Messiah Col-
lege artist-in-residence and founder of the 
Susquehanna Chorale. Tedford succeeds 
Dr. Ronald Miller, professor of music at 
Messiah College, who had agreed to serve 
as interim conductor of the chorus' 1997 
season until the college could locate a 
long-term director. 
"With the appointment of a new direc-
tor, it was a good time for us to look once 
again at the identity and direction of the 
chorus," said Richard Roberson, chair of 
the college's music department. 
When the chorus was founded by Mes-
siah music professor Earl "Prof' Miller in 
1946, it was originally called the Alumni 
Oratorio Society. Later, the name was 
changed to the Grantham Oratorio Soci-
ety to emphasize to the community that 
they were eligible to participate. 
"Community participation will contin-
ue to be an essential part of the chorus," 
explained Roberson, "but the college 
wanted to update the chorus' name to be 
more contemporary and also to reflect the 
chorus' rich heritage with Messiah." 
Linda Tedford explained that it is her 
goal that the Messiah College Choral Arts 
Society be known in the region as a high-
ly respected choral organization, open to 
college students and community mem-
bers, with an emphasis on performing 
major works with orchestra. 
"It has always been part of my per-
sonal vision to conduct and teach the 
major works from choral literature," said 
Tedford. "Now, it is a privilege to do so 
by carrying on the established tradition 
at Messiah with this fine group." 
Tedford has studied with the great con-
temporary musicians Robert Page, Robert 
Shaw, Gregg Smith, and Dale Warland. 
She currently directs the Messiah College 
Concert Choir and also teaches conduct-
ing and voice at Messiah. Well-known in 
the region as the founder and director of 
the Susquehanna Chorale and Susque-
hanna Youth Chorale, she is also respon-
sible for the creation of this network of 
choirs which includes the Susquehanna 
Children's Chorale. 
Tedford holds a master's degree in 
music from Temple University, where she 
was a conducting student of Robert Page. 
She also studied at Westminster Choir 
College. Active as a vocalist, instructor of 
voice, and guest conductor, she has also 
taught vocal and choral music at the high 
school level. In addition, she maintains 
membership in Chorus America, the 
America Choral Directors Association 
(ACDA), the National Association of 
Teachers of Singing, and the Music Edu-
cators National Convention. She has 
served as a member of the Choral/Opera 
Panel for the Pennsylvania Council on 
the Arts, and as the Repertoire and Stan-
dards Committee Chairperson for Com-
munity Choruses for the state of Penn-
sylvania and for the Eastern Division of 
ACDA. 
The society auditions new members 
and begins rehearsals each January in 
preparation for one concert performance 
each spring. This season's concert, fea-
turing the Lord Nelson Mass by Franz 
Josef Haydn and Frostiana by Randall 
Thompson, is scheduled for April 19, 
1998, at 3 p.m. in Messiah's Brubaker 
Auditorium. ^ 
2nd Annual 




Kenbrook Bible Camp 
Theme: intimacy, Industry, Integrity 
In Retirement 
Resource: Dr. Paul M. Miller 
Registration Required-Look For Mailing 
For more information, contact Roger N. Witter 
621 Messiah Village, P.O. Box 2015 
Mechanicsburg, PA 17055-2015 
Phone (717) 691-1734 
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- l i ^Opening the 
Word of Life 
The Word Became Flesh! 
(The Miracle of the Incarnation) 
Christ Jesus . . . 
Who, being in the form of God, 
thought it not robbery to be 
equal with God: 
But made himself of no reputa-
tion, and took upon him the 
form of a servant, 
and was made in the likeness of 
men. 
And being found in fashion as a 
man, he humbled himself, 
and became obedient unto death, 
even the death of the cross. 
(Phil 2:6-8 KJV) 
It is perhaps an exercise in futility to 
discuss "the greatest miracle" of Jesus. 
Yet, a recent conversation I had with 
some fellow believers took that course. 
Some pointed to Christ's control of nature 
or of demonic powers; others to his res-
urrection of people who had died; many 
agreed that his own resurrection was 
paramount. Ironically, the feeding of the 
5,000-plus people with a few loaves and 
fishes placed a few levels below some 
other miracles. An exercise in futility—as 
if we human theologians could determine 
which miracles required a deeper level of 
divine power! Yet, as I considered the 
issue, my mind focused not on Christ's 
divinity but on his humanity. I thought of 
John 1:14: "The Word became flesh and 
made his dwelling among us." 
Pouring God into a human body. 
Think of it. The Infinite into the finite. 
The Eternal into the time-bound. The 
Unlimited into the limited. Omniscience 
into a human mind. The Creator walking 
under the stars. It's a bit like trying to put 
a one-gigabyte database file into five-hun-
dred megabyte hard drive—it just won't 
compute. What astounds me most about 
Jesus is not his power over nature, demons, 
disease, or death, but the fact of his exis-
tence in the first place. And I suppose that 
explains why so many people want to dis-
prove or deny the incarnation. It just 
doesn't compute in a human mind. 
The word in John 1:14, translated 
"flesh," is sarx. The word strictly defined 
means "the meat of an animal that a per-
son might eat." But its meaning extends 
to "the body" (as opposed to the soul), 
and to "human nature" (with its frailties 
and passions). Sarx also carries the idea of 
moral deficiency in some contexts, from 
which the concept of "carnality" comes 
from. For example, "The mind of sinful 
man (sarx) is death, but the mind con-
trolled by the Spirit is life and peace; the 
sinful (sarx) mind is hostile to God. It 
does not submit to God's law, nor can it 
do so" (Rom 8:6-7). In the context of the 
incarnation, however, the word simply 
means "human body." 
Other related words that convey the 
same idea are homoioma, carrying the 
idea of resemblance, i.e., Jesus was made 
in the likeness of a man (Philippians 2:7), 
and schema, meaning an external condi-
tion, mode or fashion (Philippians 2:8). 
The Son of God, who was equal to God, 
took up the mode of a human being. Par-
don the poor humor, but that's quite a 
fashion statement. 
Or should one say that it 's quite a 
statement of fashion? It's the kind of truth 
that can only be appreciated through the 
eyes of faith. (People who don't believe 
marvel not at the incarnation, but at those 
who can believe in it.) Jesus who was God 
went through the birth process; developed 
as a child (who astounded the teachers at 
the temple); grew through puberty into 
manhood; rejoiced at weddings; felt com-
passion on the poor, sick, diseased and 
hungry; cuddled children; developed 
close friendships; felt the pain of rejection 
and the delight of acceptance; grew 
angry; breathed; ate; drank; talked; 
walked; fatigued; slept; confronted; 
taught; loved; cried; agonized; prayed; 
bled; and died. His humanness displays 
itself in every incident recorded in the 
Bible. Marvel of marvels, I do all but one 
of those things too, and someday I too 
will die. His fashion is my fashion; my 
body the same as his. God does not dwell 
in my body though (except in the pres-
ence of the Holy Spirit), but while living 
as a man, Jesus was nonetheless God as 
well. 
In The Chronicles of Narnia, C. S. 
Lewis describes heaven as being like an 
inside-out onion—layers upon layers like 
an onion, except the farther in one goes, 
the bigger it gets. Lewis also makes the 
statement about Christ, that each day we 
relate to him we will know him as "big-
ger." Jesus on the outside, in his human 
body, was a fully undivided, complete 
human being like you and me; yet, some-
where in the center of that person the True 
God lived as well. The farther in you 
go—the more you get to know him—the 
bigger he gets. The more you get to know 
him, the more astounding he becomes, 
and the more you realize you can't com-
prehend him. He just doesn't compute. 
Bottom Line: Perhaps it is more accu-
rate to say that the incarnation was not, 
technically speaking, a miracle at all. It is 
the source from which all miracles derive 
their being. 
Edwin R. Kessler pastors the Free Grace 





Theology of the Church 
Terry L. Brensinger, Instructor 
New Life Brethren in Christ 
Collingwood, ON 
May 7-9 
Brethren in Christ Polity 
R. Donald Shafer, Instructor 
The Grantham Church, 
Grantham, PA 
May 18-22 
Brethren in Christ History 
E. Morris Sider, Instructor 
Pacific Christian Center 
Upland, CA 
July 16, 7:00 p.m. through 
July 18, 5:00 p.m. 
Theology of Salvation 
Luke L. Keefer, Jr. 
Memorial Holiness Camp 
West Milton, OH 
For information, contact the 
Commission on Ministry and 
Doctrine 
Brethren in Christ Offices 
P.O. Box 290 
Grantham, PA 17027-0290 
(717) 697-2634 
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•iscipleship for the i Century 
The innocents 
still die 
Samuel M. Brubaker 
Mat thew, in his G o s p e l r ecord , 
details a sad sequel to the events of 
Jesus' nativity. The Judean king, Herod 
the Great, bitter after the Magi failed to 
report back to him the whereabouts of 
the young child they called "King of 
the Jews," destroyed all the infant and 
toddler boys of Bethlehem in a furi-
ous effort to eliminate the particular 
child of whom the Magi spoke. 
We are left to speculate the precise 
motivation for this heinous act, but the 
record gives enough detail to just ify 
the conclusion that it was fundamen-
tally an effort to retain power. Was it 
triggered by the realization that the 
Magi has disobeyed him by ignoring 
his instructions to return? If he was 
truly wanting to pay homage to the 
child, and angry at only the Magi , 
destroying the child would certainly 
be illogical. If retention of power was 
the motive, it seems an irrational fear, 
for the child was still small, and could 
pose no threat in the near future. Nev-
ertheless, his order of the death of a 
group of innocent babes is in character 
with other events in his career. Secular 
history records that Herod killed sev-
eral of his sons and wives. Caesar 
Augustus is recorded to have declared 
that he would rather be Herod's dog 
than his son. 
So, in a crazed quest for power, 
Herod brought about the death of a 
g roup of innocen t babes . The an-
guished cries of the bereft mothers 
gave rise to one of the most poignant 
statements in Scripture. 
Fast forward in history to the end of 
the 20th century, and witness a move to 
retain power which is reminiscent of 
the Herodian atroci ty: The United 
States government, led by its president, 
and with support f rom within both 
major political parties, has refused to 
join in a ban of the use of landmines. 
The civilian carnage by landmines 
is well documented. Decades after ces-
sation of war, landmines continue to 
maim and kill thousands of civilians, 
e spec ia l ly f a rmer s , many of them 
women, and children at play. Millions 
of these devices exist, many of them 
hidden in the soil where war once 
raged. 
Led by personalities prominent on 
the world stage, nearly 100 nations 
have agreed to ban the production, use, 
stockpiling, sale, and export of land-
mines. But President Clinton and oth-
ers in the U.S. government say no to 
the ban, thus indicating their unwill-
i n g n e s s to f o r s w e a r use of t he se 
devices which kill more innocents than 
combatants. In a Herodian quest to 
maintain military advantage (power), 
they perpetuate the risk to the next gen-
eration of innocent civilians. 
In this age of delivery of military 
firepower by long-range missiles and 
high-flying aircraft, and movement of 
t roops by armored tanks and other 
vehicles, does Clinton really believe 
that landmines remain essential to save 
the lives of U.S. military personnel? 
What kind of war does he think we are 
likely to fight? Fifteen retired generals 
and admirals urged him to support the 
ban (Clemens and Nelson-Pallmeyer, 
Sojourners, Vol. 26 No. 6, p. 14), 
declaring that landmines serve no nec-
essary military purpose and expose 
both civilians and U. S. soldiers to 
unnecessary danger. Yet Clinton and 
his supporters refuse to join the ban. 
Landmines are not the only ord-
nance which c la ims more civi l ian 
casualties than military. Modern war-
fare kills mostly civilians. Even "sur-
gical strikes" lead eventually to loss of 
civilian lives, by disease and starva-
tion due to disruption of infrastructure. 
The toll of the Gulf War on Iraqi civil-
ians, most of them children, is between 
500,000 and 1,000,000, most of them 
dying months or years after the bomb-
ing ceased. What a Herodian spectacle, 
perpetrated by us for the purpose of, in 
the words of President Bush, "preserv-
ing our way of life." 
America's refusal to ban landmines 
makes no more sense than the atroci-
ties of Herod or Hitler. It is motivated 
by our quest for power; our desire to 
maintain favorable economic status 
throughout the world; our desire to 
maintain "the good life" at any price; 
and likely, by the desire of politicians 
to cont inue receiving contr ibutions 
f rom the corporat ions which profi t 
from production of the deadly devices. 
It it time—past t ime—for people of 
faith to speak out against weapons 
which harm mostly innocents. It is 
time for persons who are morally out-
raged by abortion to recognize that 
post-birth "abortion" of innocents by 
war -making devices also demands 
their condemnation. We have the abil-
ity to influence public opinion. We can 
communicate with our leaders. We can 
work to bring about a change in the 
United States' stance regarding land-
mines. 
Or, one wonders, are we so addicted 
to what we call "the good life" that we 
can ' t hear the weeping of mothers 
bereft by our quest for power? 
Samuel M. Brubaker, a physician who lives 
in Aranum, Ohio, is a regular columnist for 
the Visitor. 
Contributions invited for 
Dialogue and Readers Respond 
Persons contributing to Readers 
Respond (letters to the editor) are 
encouraged to be concise. Letters may 
be shortened. All letters must be 
signed. Occasionally we may decide 
to withhold names due to special cir-
cumstances. 
Longer contributions are wel-
comed for Dialogue, a forum for read-
ers to express their opinions on a 
broad range of topics relevant to the 
mission of the church and to living 
the Christian life. 
You may send your responses by 
e-mail to "Readers Respond" or 
"Dialogue" at this address: 
eph@tln.net. 
Each article or letter represents the 
view of the writer, and does not nec-
essarily reflect the official position or 
policy of the Brethren in Christ 
Church or this periodical. 
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Readers may correspond with Onesimus by 
writing to him in care of the Evangelical Visitor, 
P.O. Box 166, Nappanee, IN46550. Letters to 
Onesimus may be published unless they are 
marked "Personal-Not for Publication. " 
Dear Paul, 
Happy New Year, Paul! What a joy to 
begin a new year with the confidence that 
Jesus is on the throne and will soon usher 
in a new heaven and a new earth. This 
month makes such a good time to con-
sider new things. 
Our goal of "250 Growing, Discipling, 
and Sending Churches by the Year 2000" 
seems to be well within reach. But some 
Brethren in Christ here are struggling 
with the new people and the new ideas 
that come with the growth. Concern has 
been expressed about the direction of the 
denomination: "It isn't what it used to 
be." 
New people are not always willing to 
embrace the whole package of Brethren in 
Christ distinctives that have often been 
taken for granted. Some of them want to 
think for themselves; to pick and choose. 
They may have come into the Brethren in 
Christ for the people, not the doctrine. So 
the church is changing. 
Some have suggested that we need 
methods of more quickly and thoroughly 
"converting" these new people into "true 
Brethren in Christ." Paul, I thought I was 
already converted when you helped me to 
trust Jesus in those months that we were 
together. Do I really need to be "convert-
ed" again? 
If I have interpreted your letters cor-
rectly, it was your intention that people 
would become more Christlike as they 
progressed in their walk with Jesus. But 
there are some here who believe that 
becoming more "Brethren" and becoming 
more Christlike are always the same 
thing. I am not always so sure about that, 
Paul. 
It's hard to put my finger on it, but on 
several occasions I have gotten the 
impression that the word "Brethren" in 
the denominational name has become 
more important to some people than the 
words "in Christ." 
Being "Brethren" is often about tradi-
tion and history. Being "in Christ" is more 
about living in the present with our heart 
set on eternal qualities. Being "Brethren" 
is sometimes defined by the things we are 
against. Being "in Christ" has more to do 
with what and who we are for in this 
world. Being "Brethren" often has to do 
with believing "rightly" about things like 
peace and sanctification. Being "in 
Christ" has to do with peaceful and holy 
actions toward our mates, children, neigh-
bors, pastors, and church members. Being 
"Brethren" is often seen as having the 
"Brethren mindset." Being "in Christ" has 
more to do with having the "mind of 
Christ." Being "Brethren" often means 
hearing the question, "Are you related 
to...?" Being Christlike is the confidence 
that I am a child of God and that is the 
only family connection that matters in 
eternity. 
Maybe it would help those who are 
struggling with change to take a course in 
Jacob Engle, who 
helped start this 
denomination, 
would have a 
difficult time 
recognizing it 
today. But Jacob 
Engle would have 
also struggled 
dearly with the 
Brethren in Christ 
of1930. 
Brethren in Christ history. They might be 
shocked at how much the denomination 
has changed over the years. 
Jacob Engle, who helped start this 
denomination, would have a difficult time 
recognizing it today. But Jacob Engle 
would have also struggled dearly with the 
Brethren in Christ of 1930. Holiness 
camps and evangelistic meetings would 
have been a great stretch for his Anabap-
tist world view. 
Paul, you taught me two principles that 
could help the Brethren in Christ today. 
First, "Things must grow or they die." 
If growth is not happening, death is hap-
pening. New believers coming in is one of 
the most important vital signs of the liv-
ing church of God. 
And second, "Growth always brings 
change." It is simply impossible in the 
plan that God has ordained for something 
to grow and not change in the process. 
Once we bring in a single new member, 
we have headed down the road of change. 
Our church should never be the same 
again. 
It's a little like having babies born into 
our family. We parents are called to give 
care to those infants and to affect them 
with our teaching. But if we think we can 
have babies and simply return to business 
as usual, we are badly deceived. When 
children come, things will never be the 
same in our house again. 
So the truth is, a denomination cannot 
stay alive unless its people are willing to 
grow and to change. If the Brethren in 
Christ will "parent" those whom God 
sends our way, while being at peace with 
the changes that come with parenthood, 
we will not only survive, we will thrive. 
Maybe we can even become more "in 
Christ" and more truly "Brethren" at the 
same time. I am sure you would approve 
of that. 
Your new and changed servant, 
Onesimus 
Onesima 1997—Esther Spurrier of 
Dillsburg, Pa., had difficulty with the 
male suffix on her alias each month. She 
confesses that Onesimus did not actually 
visit all the places from which she 
"wrote" last year but was as accurate as 
possible about the facts, events and sce-
narios she recounted. Esther enjoys writ-
ing prayer and promotional materials for 
missions, but writing a column was 
another thing altogether. 
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Focusing our Mission 
= 
250 Growing, Discipling, 
Sending Congregations 




"Hi, this is Craig Sider, and I'm with 
the new Crossroads Community Church 
opening in Montgomeryville in Decem-
ber. " 
I gave this introduction over 70 times 
one evening in October as part of the 
"Phone's for You!" campaign for our 
newest Atlantic Conference church plant-
ing. It was rather exciting to be a part of a 
team of a dozen or so people, who in this 
one evening made over 1000 calls to indi-
viduals in the area surrounding Mont-
gomeryviile, Pa. Even more encouraging 
was the fact that 86 people said, "Sure, I'd 
like to receive some information about 
this new church!" And these 86 are peo-
ple not currently involved in a church. 
Starting a new congregation can seem 
as daunting a task as achieving the vision 
of the Brethren in Christ Church. We 
have articulated our denominational 
vision as 250 growing, discipling, sending 
congregations by the year 2000 A.D. 
Launching a new church or fulfilling a 
denominational vision is usually accom-
plished in the same way—small steps 
which usually involve "an ask." 
As I pondered my involvement on the 
phone that evening, it reminded me that 
people are often only "an ask away" from 
being involved in something new. How 
many times have we heard someone say, 
"Well, I've never done it because I've 
never been asked before"? Perhaps we 
need to remind ourselves of the "power of 
the ask." Consider with me some asking 
areas: 
Would you like to receive some infor-
mation on our new church ? 
The "Phone's for You!" campaign that 
we have utilized in many of our church 
plantings has simply been a way to invite 
people to receive information about a new 
church. At one of our church growth din-
ners in the Atlantic Conference, Craig 
shared how he first heard about Central 
Community Church through a phone call 
(someone from our "Phone's for You!" 
campaign). Normally not given to receiv-
ing calls, for some reason (the Holy Spir-
it?) he took the call, and that contact has 
led to involvement at Central Communi-
ty and to a new work of God in his life. 
Craig was only "an ask away" from 
renewed involvement in the Body of 
Christ. 
Would you like to attend Promise 
Keepers with me? 
At a recent Sunday morning service at 
the Elizabethtown (Pa.) Brethren in Christ 
Church. Ben shared how he was invited 
by a friend to attend a Promise Keepers 
rally at RFK stadium in Washington. It 
was amazing how God weaved the events 
of a weekend together to maximize the 
effect of this rally in Ben's life. So much 
so, that as an invitation to trust Jesus 
Christ was given, Ben descended the long 
flight of steps at RFK and committed his 
life to Jesus Christ. And he was there 
because a friend had asked him to come 
along. It started with "an ask." 
Would you like to be my guest at 
church this Sunday? 
A person who now regularly attends 
one of our churches became involved in 
church for the first time in fifty-some 
years. Why? He says, "This is the first 
time I've ever been invited to church"! 
As unbelievable as it may seem, many 
people when surveyed say they have 
never come to church because they've 
never been invited. Bruce and Janet first 
came to Upper Oaks, the church in Cana-
da where I previously pastored, because 
neighbors of theirs invited them along. 
Their visit led to a commitment of their 
lives to Jesus Christ and current active 
ministry involvement in the life of the 
church. It started with—you got it, "an 
ask"! 
Would you like to receive Jesus Christ 
as your personal Savior? 
Just recently I was on the phone with a 
friend, Tom, who during this past year 
has been used by God to lead a neighbor, 
his father, and a friend to saving faith in 
Jesus. This was the first time Tom has 
knowingly helped someone cross the line 
of faith. As he shared his excitement, he 
recounted how as each of the conversa-
tions progressed, it became obvious that a 
question needed to be asked. So with each 
person he courageously said, "Would you 
like to receive Jesus Christ as your per-
sonal Savior?" And today three individu-
als are a part of God's eternal family 
because he asked. 
Isn't it amazing what God can do with 
"an ask"? Just before I dropped my phon-
ing partner off at his home the other 
evening, we prayed for the individuals 
who had positively responded to our 
phone calls earlier that night. And we 
asked the Father to work in their lives so 
that they might come to know him. It may 
appear that all we did was make a few 
contacts with a few people by way of the 
phone, but I'm learning what God can do 
with a simple "ask." 
The same principle is true with our 
vision of 250 growing, discipling, sending 
congregations by the year 2000 A.D. The 
vision is not really accomplished by the 
denomination or even by a church at a 
time. It is accomplished a person at a time 
as each individual embodies the thrust of 
our collective vision. In fact, our vision 
may be reduced to the simple activity of 
you and me engaging in the simple 
"power of an ask." 
Craig Sider is 
bishop of the Atlantic 
and Southeast Re-
gional Conferences 
of the Brethren in 
Christ Church. 
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QUEST EDITORIAL 
New Years focus 
by J o h n A. B y e r s 
Motivational words are phrases that tend to spur a person onward. Coaches use them to get a 
team "up" for a game. Sales managers produce slogans to achieve the goal of a sales campaign. 
Churches find themes helpful in uniting people in effective ministry. Some individuals have per-
sonal mottoes that help them become better persons. 
New Year's resolutions might be viewed as slogans or mottoes. But personally I see them as 
empty goals because there is no plan for achievement. However, I have found that having a cen-
tral concept is a good beginning for setting goals. Then the motto or slogan is more than a wish. 
It becomes a guide for the Journey. 
Excellence is an appropriate theme for the Christian. Paul 's challenge is to "press on" towards 
greater excellence. Jon Johnston in Christian Excellence says it is excellence, not success, that 
should be the Christian's stimulation. 
"Success" is often heavily laden with the trappings of materialism. A successful person's 
clothes have the right labels. Successful people are known by the places they frequent and by the 
restaurants where they eat. Success implies being elevated above others. It means one has 
arrived. However, true success, under the control of the Spirit, is not necessarily sin. It just is not 
available to everyone. 
Now, excellence is within everyone's grasp. Although by definition the ideas of prominence 
and superiority are included, the biblical concept of excellence expresses the idea of living for 
God ' s glory, discovering who one is in the church, and being filled with Christian love. 
Excellence is a journey. It means constantly striving to be one's best with God's help. It 
reduces prejudices and cannot be static. In the process one often does more than expected, but 
excellence is not measured by success. 
Excellence activates faith. Excellent deeds are the reflection of an excellent God. Difficult 
experiences, f rom which persons pursuing excellence do not shrink, are acts of preparation for 
service. 
Each new year is another lap in the "race of life." As Jon Johnston suggests, it is easy to drop 
the baton (betray trust), pull a hamstring (develop crippling guilt), or obey the crowd (conform). 
Such actions both destroy one's joy, and impact others. 
John Mason Brown has said that true happiness only comes f rom squandering ourselves with a 
purpose. In this new year I purpose to squander myself on knowing Christ as fully as I can. That 
is excellence. 
I do not know what concept you have chosen or will choose as a stimulant for your Christian 
life in this year. But I call you to determine the focus and follow its beacon. Regardless of your 
choice of focus, you will find an enriched life with Christ and the Church. 
John A. Byers is bishop of the Central Conference. This article was first 
published in the January 1988 issue of the Visitor. 
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The promise of 
our Lord that we 
shall live eternally 
in His presence 
brings great 
encouragement to 
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Articles of Faith 
and Doctrine 
Moving? 
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new address at least 
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